
Almost every day since the Christmas-New Year holiday season, we have 

been greeted with news of fellow villagers - old, middle-aged and young - 

making the transition to the world of our ancestors. The toll for this month 

alone, arguably a record, has made for a somber start to the New Year. 

Though we may not have captured in this issue (pages 13-15) all the 

names of those who departed, they are all in our thoughts and prayers. To 

the grieving families and friends, the Buxton-Friendship Express team and 

its parent Heritage Group extend their deepest condolences to you. 

“Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.” Matthew 5:4 

A SOMBER START 
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On the 15th day of this month, the champion of America’s civil rights move-

ment, Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. would have been 89 years old had 

he lived. His birthday is observed as a federal holiday, honouring the life and 

legacy of a man who brought hope and healing to America.  

KEEPING ALIVE THE DREAM OF DR. MARTIN L. KING, JR. 



NEW YEAR CHEER FOR ELDERS 
2018 FEEDING OF ELDERLY IN BUXTON 

With the feeding of 450 elderly per-

sons at the Annual Feeding Program for 

Senior Citizens in Buxton on January 

14th 2018, another successful year of 

this program was realized. 

This program, which is sponsored by 

Jay Bee Medical Services International, 

Inc. (JBMSI) and directed by George 

Abrams, has just completed fourteen 

years of continuous services to the el-

derly in the village. Persons become eli-

gible at the age of sixty. 

At the inception, the program started 

with about two hundred persons, but it 

has since grown over the years to about 

four hundred and fifty. There are two 

locations in Buxton. One is at Huntley’s 

site on Public Road, and the other is at 

the Health Centre at the Line. Each el-

derly person was given an envelope with 

$2,000.00 GYD, a catered meal and a 

bottle of drink. 
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Special thanks to Mr. Aubrey Stephenson, President of Fed-

eral Management System, which provided the catered meals 

for the senior citizens. The total cost for this program is about 

$6,000.00 USD or $1,200,000.00 GYD, with most of the con-

tribution made by my clients. Contributions that are in surplus 

of the amount spent go to increase the next year’s balance. 

My thanks go out to the volunteers, who were given a sti-

pend for their continuous service. 

George B. Abrams, MBA, MS Tax, CPA 



BUXTON LIBRARY, SCHOOLS & SENIOR CITIZENS’ 

ORGANISATION BENEFIT FROM COTAB DONATION 
To enhance children’s learning and elderly 

mobility, the Toronto-based Committee To 

Assist Buxton/Friendship (COTAB) donated 

a large number of items to four institutions 

across the village. The beneficiaries were 

the Buxton Public Library, New Friendship 

Nursery School, Buxton Practical Instruction 

Centre (PIC) and the Golden Age Club. 
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COTAB member, Jennifer Shortt (left) presents 

donation to librarian, Marva Simon 

Buxton PIC staff display fabric and accessories Golden Age Club members pose with wheelchair and walker 

Learning materials for New Friendship Nursery School 

The stock at the library was boosted with a collection of 

books and resource materials, while a variety of learning 

aids were presented to the nursery school located on the 

Embankment Road (old Railway Line).  

Several bundles of fabric material and trimmings were 

donated to PIC’s Sewing department for its Garment Con-

struction programme, while seniors at the Golden Age Club 

welcomed wheelchairs and walkers. 

The presentations were made last month by Mrs. Jennifer 

Shortt, a member of the Canadian support group.  

The COTAB executive committee includes President -

Ingrid Ifill-King, Secretary - Victor Moses, and Treasurer-  

Shirley Seaforth. 



US MEDICAL OUTREACH 
Once again, hundreds of Buxtoni-

ans turned up at the annual medical 

outreach last November to be seen 

and treated by the visiting team of 

doctors from the United States. The 

event was held at the Buxton Health 

Centre. 

The team of medical professionals 

included primary care and specialist 

physicians, nurses, lab and pharma-

cy technicians. The group was led by 

Fyrish-born Dr. James T. Cort, an In-

ternal Medicine practitioner in New 

Jersey.  

People were generally satisfied 

with the services received, and the 

community is very grateful to the 

New Jersey-based Guyana Medical 

Mission, donors and supporters for 

their care and kindness.  

According to reports received, a 

troubling number of hypertension– and diabetes-related cases was diagnosed. Some persons had to be re-

ferred to the hospital because of the severity of their condition. 

A deep debt of gratitude is owed to Mr. Charles French and the London Family for their huge efforts in rais-

ing almost $4,500 to pay for the medication dispensed at the Buxton Outreach clinic.  

The local Buxton Restoration Committee deserves commendation for the superb organization, hospitality 

and volunteer work provided. The co-operation and assistance from the Government of Guyana and the 

staff at the Buxton Health Centre were also greatly appreciated.  
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Patients sitting in an overflow waiting area outside. 

Waiting Room, Upper Storey of Buxton Health Centre 

Medication Room 



UNDERSTANDING FBAR AND FATCA 
By George B. Abrams, MBA, MS Tax, CPA 

Many Guyanese may be affected by FBAR and FATCA, 

but are unaware of the impact these may have on them 

as foreign nationals. 

FBAR - a report of foreign bank and financial accounts, 

requires, if as a U.S. citizen with a financial account in a 

foreign institution whose aggregate exceeds $10,000.00 

at any time during the calendar year, you are required to 

file a FBAR report with the Internal Revenue Service, 

commonly known as Form 114, which should be filed 

electronically. 

FATCA (Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act) - requires 

the filing of a different form (8938) with your tax return, 

if the aggregate value of your foreign accounts exceeds 

$50,000.00 or $200,000.00, if you are living abroad. 

These regulations are part of the United States continu-

ous efforts to crack down on tax evasion and abusive off-

shore transactions. It is no excuse to be unaware of these 

requirements, and the penalty could be very severe if they are not adhered to. 

The maximum civil penalties for knowingly and willfully failing to file a complete and correct 

FBAR may be greater than $100,000.00 or 50 percent of the balance in the account at the time of 

the violation, for each violation, and the maximum criminal penalties include a fine of up to 

$500,000.00 and imprisonment of up to 10 years. 

Some other prevailing conditions that impact both FBAR and FATCA are: 

FOREIGN AND FINANCIAL ASSETS 
 

These assets include foreign financial accounts that are held for investment (in 

assets that are not for use in one’s own trade and business) including foreign 

stocks and securities, financial instruments and interests in foreign entities. 
 

Individuals will be required to report the converted interest income on their 

Schedule B of their Form 1040 or 1040A. The taxes paid in Guyana on the in-

terest income will appear on Form 1116-Foreign Tax Credit. Form 8938 should 

also be completed and attached to the tax return. Other tax forms are also re-

quired for ownership in a Foreign Corporation (Form 5471), Passive Invest-

ment Company (Form 8621) and Partnership or LLC (Form 8865). 
 

Knowledge of these requirements have become more critical as the request 

for investment from Guyanese in the diaspora becomes more fashionable. Any 

Guyanese who is a U.S. citizen with a foreign financial account (an account in 

Guyana) and who is unsure if the FBAR and FACTA reporting applies to them, 

should contact their CPA or tax attorney as soon as possible. 
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“I am a born-Buxtonian,” boasted a certain villager. “I ain’t born at 

Georgetown Hospital and mi mudda bring me here wid Buxton Pride [bus]. 

Nurse French deliver me inside mi grandmudda house at Buxton Middle 

Walk, and mi nable string bury rite deh in di yard,” he proudly added. 

 Perhaps up to the early 1970s, most Buxtonians were birthed at home 

with the assistance of a midwife who resided in the village. Typically a 

woman, a midwife is a nurse who is trained to attend to women during 

labor and (uncomplicated) delivery, as well as to provide after-care to 

mother and baby. Over the years, Buxton was blessed with a long line of 

noble women who safely delivered many of its sons and daughters into this 

world. We salute them for their outstanding service and care. 

 Nurse DeHarte  

 Nurse Sarabo 

 Nurse Mabel French (née John) 

 Nurse Mary Ann (Nellie) Thomas qualified as a midwife at the 

age of 22 (circa 1934). She practised in this field for 36 years throughout 

Guyana, including Buxton/Friendship. She emigrated to the USA in 1970, 

where she worked as a hospital paediatric nurse and retired at the age of 

76. She re-migrated to Buxton, but returned to New York in 2007. She tran-

sitioned to higher service on 22 December, 2017, at the age of 105. 

 Nurse Sheila Benn-Elcock started her nursing career in 1958 at 

the Public Hospital Georgetown (PHG). Three years later, she successfully 

completed the midwifery programme and was appointed District Midwife 

for West Coast Berbice, serving the villages from Abary to Kingelly. In 1967, 

Nurse Elcock returned home to Buxton as District Midwife for Lusignan--Vigilance, having succeeded 

Nurse Thomas on her retirement from the position. Nurse Elcock remained in the post until 1969 

when she left for the United States and settled in the State of Illinois. She enrolled for studies at the 

Chicago State University and graduated in 1973 with a Bachelor of Science (BSc) degree in Nursing. 

She continued to work in the field until she passed away in 1997.  
                 (Thanks to Bruce, Wendella and Handel Elcock for their contribution to this piece.) 

 Nurse Margaret Blair-Baird 

 Nurse Winifred Grenada-Moses 

 Nurse Austin 

 Josephine Stephens (Aunt Joe) could be considered a “Granny Midwife” (see story next page ). 

She worked alongside the nurse-midwife, helping to provide care and services to new moms and 

their babies. Sometimes, when the nurse-midwife was not available, Aunt Joe was called upon and 

she would opt to perform delivery in such case.  

Last Month’s ?  
Nurse-midwives who performed home deliveries? 

Nurse Thomas 
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This Month’s ? 
Which are/were some of the yards with trees that 

produced the sweetest of fruits — Mango, Genip, 

Dunks, etc.,?  

Nurse Elcock 



Nurse Callen attends to a woman in labor.  

Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images 
 

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2380359/

Photos-South-Carolina-midwife-Maude-Callen-nursed-1950s-
community-living-crippling-poverty.html#ixzz53FGFhk1t   

Long ago, and in many parts of Africa today, midwives were 

revered, loved and depended on by the entire village. The 

grand–midwives or granny-midwives taught the apprentice-

midwife the traditional rituals of womanhood, childbearing 

and family care. These sacred rituals included prayer, homage 

and respect for the ancestors, massage, and preparation of 

food, breastfeeding, postpartum care and much more. 

Midwifery has always been an honored and spiritual profes-

sion among Africans who continued their rich traditions, even 

while enslaved. Historically Midwives of Color have saved the 

lives of countless mothers and babies throughout the United 

States. Both free and enslaved African midwives provided 

midwifery care not only to their communities but also to fami-

lies outside of the Black community. 

Systemic racism and Eurocentric patriarchal system built 

barriers for Midwives of Color to continue their cultural tradi-

tions in their practice. However, African-based midwifery con-

tinued through non-traditional routes such as nurse-midwifery 

schools - the first one being held at Tuskegee Institute in Ala-

bama, and the second school was in Mississippi. Later, 

Maude Callen, an African-American nurse-midwife and gradu-

ate from the Tuskegee opened a midwifery training program 

in her home to train midwives and to care for the elderly.   

Nurse Callen compassionately delivered into the world so 

many children who, without her intervention, might well have 

died at birth or shortly thereafter. She also educated midwife-

ry students and cared for the elderly, but never considered 

herself a hero. Hers was a labor of love. 

In Pineville, SC where she labored as an Episcopal mission-

ary nurse, houses were still lit by oil lamps, not electricity. Not 

having power lines meant no telephones. None of the roads 

were paved, and Nurse Callen frequently had to park her car 

and walk through mud, woods, and creeks to reach patients. 

At one point, she was one of only nine nurse-midwives in 

South Carolina. She was seen as a 'doctor, dietician, psycholo-

gist, bail-goer and friend' to thousands crippled by poverty. 

She died in 1990, at the age of 91, in Pineville. 

Extracted from the International Center for Traditional Childbearing (ICTC)  
and  Life Magazine—W. .Eugene Smith ’s Photo Essay: Nurse Midwife.  

At 4.30 a.m., Nurse Callen has delivered her first baby and 
would continue working through the morning. 
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Nurse Callen (left) 

holds a baby as 

she teaches mid-

wifery students 

how to look for 

abnormalities . 

GRANNY MIDWIVES  



Wah dih Story Seh? by Dr. Pauline Baird 

THERE-THERE: TO ABJURE OR NOT TO ABJURE 
The morning I swear  

I become an American 

By choice 

I am 

neither refugee nor fugitive. 

I can go home again. 

 

I know full well 

since I was a child 

that “mih navel string bury” 

in the village of my birth. 

An’ Ah done drink Company Water 

An’ those are not small things. 

 

I am not prepared 

To say I “abjure” allegiance  

to the land of my birth 

How do I not choke  

on the word “abjure,” 

I do not know. 

 

The urge to run  

outta the court house is strong  

But I don’t. I stay. I brace. 

It’s an all or nothing  

“I abjure” I say, 

I feel a gut punch of horror  

I “Abjure” this word  

abjure 

Positioning power (full) moves  

There and There. 

 

A small two-tongued voice whispers  

Hypocrite  

I care deeply about my people 

Sell out 

I am a villager 

Phony 

A passionate Buxtonian  

I stare down that word 

Just like I would a mannish (bad-behaving) child. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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THERE-THERE: To Abjure 
or Not To Abjure  

Abjure (verb, formal) means to 

Abnegate 

Do away, drop, disaffirm, disclaim, dispense with, and do way wid  

Foreswear, forgo, and foget dat 

Give up and g(w)aan dah side an’ nah come back 

Pack in and pack up an lef’ fuh gud 

Reject, relinquish and renounce (solemnly) and repudiate, 

and reckon yuh cut all ties wid aayuh 

Shun and skin up yuh face and nah look back 

Wash one’s hands of and well you dun-dun 

And some more: Nah voomps pon (dictionary nah gat dis) 

Throw weh; Tun you back pon,  

and the ultimate skin yuh bambsie pon (where applicable) 

 

When we abjure  

Do we at the get go 

Let our tongues do the talking 

Our bodies do the knowing,  

doing, valuing, and being 

And become separate from our willingness 

to express that which  

eludes between  

tongue and mind? 

 

When we abjure  

Do we inhabit the knowing?  

That our fore parents already  

enshrined us in the ground 

Planted us (in) deed and in word 

By navel strings  

In places  

Not of mind and of tongue. 

 

When we say, “Mih navel string bury ‘ere” 

We mean we belong 

Roots to ground, ground to roots,  

like Bux’n Spice mango tree—  

growing in top, bottom, and middle ground— 

That whatever our circumstances  

Or land 

We, who belong, if we wish,  

we know we “abjure”  

Like chameleon 

(Re) creating and (re) making  

Living tapestries of abjure 

There-There. 

 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Pauline Felicia Baird 

Illustrations by Jumal Sam 
IntellectStorm 
GloBUNTU Books 

Copyright © 2017 Pauline F. Baird 



About the Book 

Do you tell and (re)tell stories you grew up hearing? Do your children tune you out when you tell 

those “ole time stories”? Do they ask more questions than you can answer, especially if you live in 

the diaspora? How do you cultivate intergenerational and intercultural storytelling, across geog-

raphies? If this is your story, this book is for you. Take a journey with Uncle Edwin, Marlon, and 

Willy the Water Frog (Guyana). Kay (New York), Dee (Antigua), Prince Fuareke (Cameroon and 

from Africa For Smart Kids). They speak in English and Creolese language. Listen and learn 

about Wah Dih Story Seh?—a practice used among African descendants in Buxton village—

purchased by formerly enslaved Africans in Guyana in 1840 and 1841. Dear reader, these conversa-

tions are yours to take off these pages into the world at the prompting of the ubiquitous, Willy 

the Water Frog. Let’s get talking!   

 

About the Author 

Pauline Felicia Baird is a sister, teacher, and friend. She is a cultural rhe-

torician who works to transform village histories. Pauline took her lived 

storytelling of Buxton Village the storytelling in Buxton Village, Guyana, 

where she was born, raised, and grew up, to the academic village of 

Bowling Green State University in Ohio. In 2016 she wrote a Ph.D. disser-

tation project “Towards a Cultural Rhetorics Approach to Caribbean 

Rhetoric: African Guyanese Women from the Village of Buxton Trans-

forming Oral History” in English and Creolese languages to honor village 

women’s lived experiences. 

 

 In 2014, she won the national Scholar’s for the Dream Award in the dis-

cipline of Composition and Rhetoric for her proposal on the use of Conversational Cultural Rheto-

ric for including minority students’ ways of knowing at university. 

 

As reciprocity to her contemporaries and her African ancestors, she writes social histories to leave 

trails of who we are, who we were, and who we are able to become. Story is her preferred meth-

odology for making communities and women more visible. For 2 ½ years Pauline has written the 

monthly column “Wah Dih Story Seh” in the Buxton Friendship Express news magazine to contin-

ue a tradition of storytelling to audiences in the village and all over the world. Stories matter. Vil-

lage stories matter. Our stories matter because they can take us, and our children, and their chil-

dren’s children home again, if we desire.  
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‘STUPIDEE III’   by Anthony Haynes  
THE OFF-SIDE VERSION 

Yuh gat fuh be stupidee to believe that yuh can disrespect de 

speaka an getaway wid it. “I WILL STAND UP TO BE OUT OF 

ORDER,” and subsequently ‘’I WILL NOT LEAVE THE CHAM-

BER” (repeated trice) those words were uttered by a member 

of Parliament, former Minister of Government and man of the 

cloth, Juan Edghill to the Speaker of the National Assembly. 

The pontification by the MP was done and fervently applaud-

ed by his colleagues while the house was deliberating ele-

ments of the National Budget. The MP was asked to take his 

seat after the speaker deemed his presentation invalid. His 

action was like a striker (football) receiving the ball behind 

the defenders of the opposing team and shooting to the goal. 

In football parlance, he was in the off-side position. When blown by the Referee for the infringement, he and his col-

leagues brought de house down.  

The response of the Speaker to the insolence triggered 

an unbecoming response, as never witnessed in a space 

occupied by lawmakers in Guyana. After the police was 

called in to enforce the ruling of the Speaker, MPs of the 

Opposition initiated a game of ‘jumbie lef e pipe ya?’ with 

the women forming the inner ring and the Bishop in the 

center. After the lawmen broke the male constituted outer 

rings, instead of finding the Bishop, guess who they en-

countered? - The feral blaster, the contemporary Sitira 

Gyal. From videos seen, it was clear that the lawmen were 

no match for the inner circle and were not only told ‘no-ka-

noka’ but was physically maltreated in the game.  Things 

got real ugly when somebody shouted RAPE. After the storm, Sitira was now in the ring. She complained of being 

‘brutalized’ by the lawmen. To date, no footage has surfaced to support her claim. 

The ‘ruckus in de parliament’ highlights the stupidity of many of our politicians and their followers. Both nationally 

and internationally, the action of the Speaker and the Police was condemned. While one can argue about the legali-

ty of the presence of the Police, many fail to comprehend the contemptuousness of the tirade by the Bishop which 

initiated the saga. Once allowed to go unpunished, the foundation for disrespect and dishonor in the National As-

sembly would have been laid. The outburst must be viewed in the light of the disrespect shown by the Opposition to 

the President when Parliament was in session the last 

two times. While the PPP/C MPs were in full support of 

the folly of the Bishop, on the very next day when the 

Opposition Leader was asked to take his seat by the 

Speaker, he did so instantly. The action of the Opposi-

tion Leader clearly indicates that MP Edghill was in con-

travention of the Standing Orders and therefore the 

sanction by the Speaker is justified.  
 

A blessed and purposeful New Year to you all. 
 

Look before yuh leap. 
   

Until the next time, to God be the Glory.   
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MP Edghill addressing the Speaker of the National Assembly 

 GAME ON - JUMBIE LEF E PIPE YA? 

  SETIRA GYAL AFTER HER 'ORDEAL' 



Camille Simon-Arthur 
Fondly remembered for her vivacious spirit, the former resident of Company Road, Bux-

ton Front passed away on Tuesday, 23rd January, 2018 in Brooklyn, New York, where she 

took up residence many years ago. News of her sudden departure shocked her many 

friends and colleagues of the teaching fraternity. 

Camille Ann Patricia Simon-Arthur was the eldest of six children born to the late Jane 

Patricia Simon (née Cameron) and John Albert Simon. She is survived by her two Daugh-

ters—Wyllis (Cassie) McEwan and Keisa Caesar; her six Grandchildren—Aaron, Kenneth, 

Liam, Charles, Caroline and Maya.  

On Saturday, February 3rd at 9:00 a.m., family and friends will gather at St. George’s 

Episcopal Church, 800 Marcy Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11216 for a home-going celebration. 

Funeral service will be held at St. Augustine’s Anglican Church at Friendship, ECD, in Guy-

ana, followed by interment in the church’s cemetery.  

Marilyn Miller-Washington     
Our Love for Marilyn: A Tribute 
We all knew she was ailing with a mortal illness, but when we got the news she 

succumbed to the prostrating power of cancer we were unexpectedly surprised. 

Marilyn went to meet her Maker two Wednesdays ago. It was a huge blow. You 

know, it is never easy to lose someone like your own blood. 

Those of us who grew up and lived in the same Friendship/Vigilance area with 

Marilyn can give evidence to her true appeal. Marilyn has always commanded our 

attention and admiration by her humility and hospitality; but, more significantly, her 

culinary expertise has always been the talk of the village. I can vividly hark back to 

when my mother-in-law, Constance Singh, a cooking connoisseur, taught Marilyn the 

science of making Puri, and after a few days of training, Marilyn became one of the 

most prolific Puri makers in the entire village. In actuality, her Puri-making talent blossomed into a massive entre-

preneurial enterprise. People from all over the country craved for Marilyn’s delicious, succulent, mouthwatering Puri. 

Her neighbours -  Ingrid Connell (Terrific), Joycelyn Sobers (Gallo), Kathy Singh, Janice Castello, the late Dr. Monta-

gue Hope (Solo), Trevor Thomas, Trevor and Everill Barrett, Oral and Andrew Castello (Skies), Bevy and Deryck Phill 

(Blocks), and Avril Williams - knew her for being a great moral and a faithful friend. She was a friend to the friend-

less. She was one happy soul, who would always find a way to make you laugh. Her very close partner Roxanne 

Singh remarked, “Even in her last days, in the agony of pain, she was cracking jokes.” 

I don’t know about you, but I have never seen Marilyn angry. She always radiated smiles and hearty laughs that 

were contagious. She is well known for delivering a quick joke, a trait she must have inherited from her parents, 

Samuel “Yankee” and Muriel. As a matter of fact, the entire Miller family is recognized for high class comedy. Unto 

this day, we still cannot decide who is the funniest in the family. Scrap selected Kyle. Puddin voted for Mojo, and 

Scissors Bread argued that the eldest brother, the late Sma, was the best. My pick is the late Pocock. We will never 

agree, especially since Linda and Janice are equally good at delivering comedic lines. 

Come to think of it, Marilyn never had an enemy; except for that blasted Cancer! She was like family; always friend-

ly and funny. She was well-mannered and well-thought of. More than anything else, she was approachable – easy to 

talk to, and a fantastic communicator. Everything that came out of her mouth sounded so lovely – she just had a 

way with words.  There is no doubt; Marilyn’s entire life is the embodiment of tender loving care and good old-

fashioned cooking. If nothing else, Marilyn’s legacy should be an emulation on how we should live, love, and learn. 

I know the whole village is heartbroken at the passing of this most adorable Buxtonian as she leaves behind her 

soul mate and most devoted husband, Anglim, six gorgeous children and 14 wonderful grandchildren. 

The entire Buxton community extends its most profound condolences to her entire family. May her soul Rest in Peace! 

Quintin Bacchus 
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Camille Simon-Arthur 

Marilyn Miller-Washington 



V. HERBERT SEAFORTH  23 July, 1949 -16 December, 2017 

Vincent Herbert Seaforth was born on 23rd July, 1949 to the late Fred and Louise Seaforth in Buxton, Guyana. 

He was the fifth of seven children and is survived by his sister, Dr. Waveney Olembo (Kenyatta University) and 

brothers, Wendell and Michael (Canada) and Jerome (Guyana). His brother, Desmond, and sister, Myrtle preceded 

him in death. Like the rest of the family, he grew up in a Christian home. 

Herbert attended St. Stanislaus College - then the Jesuit Roman Catholic high school in Georgetown - where he 

became Head Boy. He had a vibrant personality and was the most outgoing of his siblings. He held very strong 

views, but they were views about equality and fairness. He spoke his mind and did so with vigor, but behind that 

seemingly uncompromising behavior was a kind soul. 

Like any Guyanese young man, he had many nicknames, including “Butu” and “Tall Boy” (for obvious reasons). He 

was enterprising from an early age, earning his own pocket money by giving Math tuition to other students. In his 

first year of studies as an engineering student at the University of Guyana, Herbert was awarded a scholarship to 

study at the University of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania, where he specialized in Mathematics and Statistics. 

How it was that he ended up at University in Dar? At that time both Tanzania and Guyana were Socialist countries 

with ongoing collaboration, including student exchanges. In Dar, he played sports, especially table tennis and dis-

cus. He had many friends from all parts of Africa and the Caribbean, including well known revolutionaries like the 

late Walter Rodney. 

In Dar, he also met his wife Wandia, through their involvement in the production of Bertolt Brecht’s play “The Days 

of the Commune”.  They married in 1973 and moved to Guyana, where they were blessed with two children, Kagon-

du and Wakio. In Guyana, he worked at the Statistics Bureau and at the Demerara Tobacco Company where inter-

estingly, he gave up smoking.  

In 1980 he got his MBA at SUNY in Buffalo, NY. While he was at Buffalo, his family moved to Kenya. In 1981, hav-

ing completed his studies, he returned to Kenya to reconnect with his family and decided to stay. 

In Nairobi he worked at UN-Habitat as head of the IT department in the early days of computerization. As one col-

league remembers, he was “a steady presence contributing his extensive expertise to all of our work. He had an 

ability to keep up with the latest advances at a time it seemed the technology would outrun us all.” He left UN-

Habitat in 1999 to start his own company - IT Scope, which focused on IT training. He took his sister’s son, Ariba, 

and two of his friends under his wing soon after they graduated from university and 

taught them all he knew about computers. He did this at his home for several months. 

These young people remember him as a no-nonsense, but kindly big brother figure, 

who they credit with guiding them onto careers in IT. Ever the entrepreneur, he estab-

lished Xanadu Beach Villas which opened for business in 2010, and which he ran until 

his illness prevented him from being involved on a regular basis. 

Herbert made many friends in Kenya. His Caribbean parties were famous for the 

food, music and dancing. He could have up to 100 guests at home and do all the cook-

ing together with his family. In Nairobi he also teamed up with fellow West Indians to 

nurture indigenous Kenyan cricket players. This contributed a lot to the success of the 

Kenyan cricket team in 1990s. 

Herbert enjoyed good health until 2014, when he started experiencing severe ab-

dominal pain. In June 2014, he was diagnosed with cancer and treated in Kenya, India 

and South Africa. He passed away peacefully at home on Saturday 16th December, 

2017. 

Herbert Seaforth spent half of his life in Kenya. He took a keen interest in the welfare 

of his parents-in-law. He had a great rapport with his late father-in-law, Timothy Kagon-

du, and the two chatted about many things including their love for fast cars. It was his 

request that he be buried at Tumutumu, a wish which both the Kagondus and the Sea-

forths were happy to support.  

As a German friend said in a condolence message “he did not leave us, rather he left 

before us.” 

 

 

 

Vincent Herbert Seaforth 
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OTHER TRANSITIONS 
 Canon Geoffrey Dolphin, former teacher at St. Augustine’s Angli-

can/Friendship Government School and long-serving Anglican priest, was 

called to higher service in December, 2017. He is survived by his wife, Thel-

ma, their children and grandchildren. 

 Inez Hamer-Williams  passed away in December, 2017; in 

Georgetown, Guyana. 

 Patrick J. Zephyr; formerly of Ogle Street, Friendship, passed away 

late December in Brooklyn, NY. He was 59 years old. He was the second son 

of the late Wilfred and Elaine Zephyr; Brother of Loreen Barrow, Jean, An-

nette, Bayard, Desmond and David Zephyr, and the late Pamela Knights.  

 Chris Hiles, 80, of Buxton Middle Walk, passed away on 26th December.  

 Verna Archibald-Andrews; on 31 December, 2017. She was the moth-

er of Leslyn Archibald-Wilson and others; widow of the late “Sparman”. 

 Eileen (Brenda) Adams, passed on 5 January, in Toronto Canada. 

 Claire Barnwell passed on 3 January, 2018, at Georgetown Hospital. 

She was the youngest child of Felix and Hyacinth Barnwell; mother of Colwin, 

Viggi and Clevon; Sister of Sandra, Faye and Colin. 

 George Paul departed this life on 7 January, 2018, in Guyana 

 Ellsworth Ganeshdin of Buxton Front, passed on 8 January, 2018, 

in Guyana. He was the son of the late Ruby Ganeshdin. He is survived by his 

three children and several siblings. 

 Anthony Howard, age 56, passed on 13 January. He was the father of 

Neon; Son of Herma John and the late Leroy Howard; Brother of Neil, Anita, 

Hazel and Allison Howard; Nephew of Iris John and Emelda Evans. 

 Marilyn Miller-Washington, age 57, of Noble Street, Friendship, 

passed on 17 January, at Georgetown Public Hospital. She was the youngest 

child of Yankee and Muriel Miller—both now deceased. She is survived by 

her husband—Anglim Washington; six Children—Carla, Kaeron, Candaicy, Thandeka, Orson and Trince-

on; and thirteen grandchildren. She also leaves behind four siblings—Linda, Rawlins (Mojo), Woodley 

(Kyle) and Janice. She was predeceased by two brothers—Glendon and Luther (Pocock/Bascal). 

 Joan Roberts of Noble Street, Friendship, passed on in Guyana. 

 Enid Sybil Sam, formerly of Buxton Backdam Side and Mitcham, England, passed away on 20 Jan-

uary, 2018 in the United Kingdom. She was the mother of Terry Sam (Hiles), Steve Sam and Kay New-

ton-Dawes; Sister of the late Stella Paul and Seaton Sam; Aunt of Brenda Paul-Alleyne and others. 

 Camille Simon-Arthur formerly of Company Road, Buxton Front passed away on 23 January, 

2018, in Brooklyn, NY. 

 Siegfried Watson of Company Dam, Buxton passed away in Guyana. 

 Ann Aldith Harris, age 86, passed away on January 27, 2018 in Canada. She was the wife of Sylvian 

'Sago' Harris (deceased), and mother of Ruby, Egan, Sylvia, Ivan, Barbara,  Patricia, Patrick, Loraine and Lucille. Visit-

ation and Funeral Services will take place at Scott Funeral Home, 420 Dundas Street East, Mississauga on Fri-

day, February 9, 2018 7:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. and Saturday, February 10, 2018, 9:00 — 10:00 a.m. 
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Canon Dolphin 
Photo, thanks to Anne Thomas 

Patrick J. Zephyr 
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718-342-0040 Buxton: Guyana’s Premier Village 

Save the Date! 
Buxton Scholarship Fundraising Banquet 

Saturday, April 28, 2018 

4:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. 

Join Us in Commemorating   

95
th
 Anniversary of  THE BUXTON SCHOLARSHIP 

Sumptuous Menu * Lively Entertainment *  Exciting Performances *  

Inspiring Presentations * Recognition Awards 

ST. GABRIEL’S GOLDEN HALL 

331 Hawthorne Street, Brooklyn, NY 11225 

Presented by Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund 

 

To all our January donors, Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund is 

most grateful for your kind contributions and support. Thanks to: 

 Wesley James 

 Frank Telford 

 DORIS GORDON MEMORIAL FUND 

 Ms. Muriel Benn of Ontario, Canada 

 Ms. Dawne McKenzie of Ontario Canada 

 Mr. & Mrs. Peter Clarke of Ontario, Canada 

 Mrs. Arlene King of Ontario, Candan 

 Mr. Miguel Muirhead of Stone Mountain, Georgia 

 Ms. Mary Gainey of Stone Mountain, Georgia 

————————————————————————————- 

Donate today to support Educational & Social Improve-

ment Programmes In Buxton/Friendship! 

  

Your donation could be tax-deductible. Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, 

Inc. is an IRS registered 501(c)3 charitable organization. Send cheque to : 

Buxton Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc.  

454 Vermont Street, Brooklyn, NY 11207 

Thanks So Much 


