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In July of 2016, the 

Region Four admin-

istration all but 

closed the only pri-

mary school in the 

Buxton section and 

its nursery wing. 

While the move was 

initially challenged 

by the community, 

continuing pressure 

to hold the govern-

ment to its promise 

and obligation to 

reconstruct the building appears to be dwindling. Nevertheless, parents 

and faithful supporters of the landmark institution continue to hold out 

hope for a concrete resolution. 

When the new school year began early this month, a number of chil-

dren, including new enrollees, turned out in the traditional green uniform 

of Buxton Primary School (Missionary School). This, despite the fact that 

it is the second year that its pupils and teachers are being housed at 

(and with) Company Road Primary School (Friendship Methodist). 

Last year, then senior Minister of Education, Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine 

promised to have funds budgeted (in 2017) for the construction a new 

building to replace the aging structure. He has since been reassigned 

from the ministry and no information could be obtained on the status of 

the undertaking by central government.  

Meanwhile, the Village Committee which emerged out of the protest, 

and was tasked with negotiating to rebuild the school, was itself short 

lived. There is since no sign of continuing representation for the school, 

rendering its future unclear at best. 
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In a collaborative venture involving the City University of New York’s Medgar Evers College, University of 

Guyana, Institute of Applied Science and Technology (Guyana), Buxton-Foulis NDC, President’s College, 

Buxton Secondary School and other stakeholders, Dr. Wilbert Hope, Professor in the Department of Chem-

istry and Environmental Science (CES) at Medgar Evers College, is getting ready to launch a community en-

vironmental education project in his home village of Buxton/Friendship. It is hoped that this initiative will 

succeed in increasing community awareness and participation in flood resilient and sustainable develop-

ment practices. 
 

BACKGROUND: 

The project will attempt to implement one of the main recom-

mendations that came out of the Dutch Risk Resistance (DRR) 

study in Guyana. The study recommends that a model community 

be set up to demonstrate how inhabitants of flood-prone areas 

can “live with water”. The proposed project will provide the target 

community with information, training and technical assistance to 

transform the community into one that is resilient to floods and 

appreciative of its natural environment.  

The initiative will also support communal efforts to improve the 

physical appearance of the neighbourhood by: maintaining inter-

lot drains, implementing clean-up campaigns against littering and 

other efforts to beautify the surroundings, and creating an aes-

thetically pleasing environ. 
 

PROJECT GOALS AND OBJECTVES: 

The overarching goal of the project is to enhance people’s quality of life 

by engaging the community in environmental improvement activities 

that are appropriate for their geographic location. Buxton, like many 

other coastal communities, is constantly threatened by floods; hence, 

the plan is to engage residents to develop a flood-resilient community - 

one that will serve as a model for other communities facing similar risk. 
 

Dr. Hope, a graduate of the former Buxton Government Secondary 

School, eagerly looks forward to the opportunity to help improve Sci-

ence education at Buxton Secondary School. This project would expose 

the students to a new and exciting experience that could ultimately lead 

to better academic performance and morale at the local high school. 
 

Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund is a proud partner of this Community 

Environmental Education Project.  

 

BUXTON SECONDARY IN FLOOD RESILIENT 
& SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
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SPECIFIC GOALS: 
 

1. Develop awareness of risks 

associated with flooding; 

2. Educate on mitigating strategies; 

3. Initiate community planning for 

future preparedness; 

4. Promote economic activities and 

village entrepreneurship;  

5. Nurture aesthetic community 

values for maintenance of 

drainage and irrigative waterways; 

6. Foster collaboration among 

Medgar Evers College, U.G., 

Institute of Applied Science & 

Technology, and select 

Secondary Schools in Guyana. 



Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc., in collaboration with other sponsors, is 

inviting resident Buxtonians, who have demonstrated academic effort, to apply 

for a one-time scholarship/grant to pursue a first degree or recognized diploma 

at the University of Guyana or other accredited institutions in Guyana that pro-

vide educational courses or vocational/technical training beyond secondary 

school level.  

Interested applicants must complete and submit either the BUXTON HERITAGE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICA-

TION FORM or a letter with the following information: 

1) Name, Date of Birth, and Sex; 

2) Contact Information: Home Address, Telephone Number and E-mail Address; 

3) Parents’ Names and Occupations, if they support you. Otherwise, state how you support yourself. 

4) Names of Primary and Secondary Schools you attended; 

5) List of Passes at CSEC, CAPE (if applicable), including Grades, or Other Qualifications. 

6) If Married, please tell us the Name of your Spouse. 

7) If you are a parent, tell us how many children you are supporting.  

8) What is your Intended or Current Major/Field of Study? 

9) Include a statement describing your career goal, and what influenced your interest.    
 

ATTACH AT LEAST ONE NOTE OF RECOMMENDATION FROM A PROMINENT MEMBER OR LEADER IN THE 

COMMUNITY. 
 

Special consideration will be given to persons involved in community service and those experiencing fi-

nancial hardship, providing they meet the necessary academic requirements.  
 

SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE: 

 Admission Letter or Proof of Current Enrollment from U.G. or other accredited institution; 

 Receipt for Tuition and related fees paid or Loan Contract for 2017—2018 academic year. 
 

COMPLETED APPLICATIONS MUST BE E-MAILED TO: BuxtonFund@aol.com OR DELIVERED TO: 

 Mr. Rollo Younge, Lot 13 Friendship Middle Walk; Telephone Number: 639-9035 or 274-0572; 

 Mr. Collis Nicholson—Clyde Roopchand Street, Friendship; Telephone Number: 669-9583. 
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 14th OCTOBER, 2017 
 

EXCLUDED: 

 Persons who have previously received any scholarship/financial assistance are excluded from this offer; 

 Members of Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc. and their immediate relatives are barred from par-

ticipation. 

 

AVAILABLE SCHOLARSHIPS 
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Further to our discussion following bouts of media and community reports on the perceived/intended/

proposed closure of the Buxton Primary/Hendon's Nursery Schools, I hereby register my fervent objection 

to any indefinite closure or total demolition of the existing structure that currently houses the schools. 

Based on public statements attributed to the Regional Administration and the Regional Education De-

partment coupled with the condition survey report done by the Regional Engineer, I have construed that 

there is a sinister plan to erase almost one hundred years of history from the people of Buxton. I am em-

phatically stating that the reasons posited for the indefinite closure are not entirely factual, convincing, or 

progressively objective. To say that the building lack adequate maintenance hence a new building is re-

quired is preposterous and an indictment of the Regional Administration. The fact that the Grade 1 intake 

is so poor is also an indictment of the Regional Education Department; what were they doing during the 

last five years as the numbers plummeted? 

I shall like to address the following physical conditions based on my knowledge and experience: 

a) Structural stability of the building - all of the supporting pillars and footing are structurally sound de-

spite their aesthetic infirmity and age. In the case of the northeastern column, it has been in that out-of-

plumb position for more than three decades. The three stairways to the first floor have been recently con-

structed and show or display no sign of imminent failure. The ground floor of the structure is tiled and 

shows no sign of failure. At the first floor level, the beams are mostly sound since they were all replaced 

within the last decade. However, there are two joints that are not firmly supported and two sections of 

beams that have decayed due to constant wetting. While most of the floor joists and floor boards are not 

structurally deficient, their suitability is ominous and do permit dust to enter the lower flat. Both external 

and internal walls are stable and are clad with timber that is physically sound in most areas. The roof 

structure and covering are mostly sound with the exception of a few boards which appear to be there for 

more than fifty years.   

b) Height of ground floor - The existing distance between 

the floor and ceiling is approximately seven feet, six inches 

which is considered low and hence do not allow enough 

space for air circulation when the building is occupied.  

Based on my observation of the physical state of the struc-

ture, there is no evidence to suggest that the building is 

structurally unsafe and in imminent danger of collapsing 

or posing a threat to lives and limbs. All of the aesthetic 

and suitability defects mentioned above are correctable 

without having to demolish the existing structure. 

(Continued on page 5) 

HAYNES CITE  

 CLOSING BUXTON PRIMARY SCHOOL  

ERASES 100 YEARS OF HISTORY 
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Previously published in August 2016 Express  ...Written by Anthony Haynes  



Relative to the sociological conditions of depleting population, dual occupancy and recreational space 

limitation, I posit that they do not constitute authentic grounds for the Education Department to consider 

aborting the institution. Considering the fact that the lower the student to teacher ratio the greater the 

effectiveness of teaching; the institution presents the ideal environment for classroom interaction.  

Therefore, both the primary and the nursery departments should be used as models for the achieve-

ment of academic excellence via student population control. There is no empirical data in Guyana to sug-

gest that dual occupancy or lack of recreational space is a deterrent to academic excellence. Recent his-

tory does show that, against odds, Buxton Primary has been performing relatively reasonable at the Na-

tional Grades 2, 4, and 6 examinations.  

Due to the fact that the current situation has been derived from exaggerated analysis of physical and 

sociological observations, I therefore recommend the following: 

1. The request to the Ministry of Education for the closure of the school to be rescinded forthwith. 

2. The Regional Engineer's Department be reengaged with the objective of using the fifteen million dol-

lars (GY$15M) budgeted for the schools for 2016 to be used for the elevation of the first floor; extension 

of the walls and pillars of the ground floor to the new first floor level; the complete demolition and re-

placement of the first floor including defective beams; and ceiling of the underside of the reconstructed 

first floor. In the interest of the students this intervention should be expedited. 

3. The other necessary, but less critical, activities should be identified and catered for in the 2017 

budget.      

4. The Regional Education Department should be advised to ensure that there is effective manage-

ment of the schools as it relates to enrolment, staffing, delivery of the national curriculum and mainte-

nance of the physical infrastructure. 

All provided for your information and guidance.    

The Regional Chairperson has since engaged prominent villagers along with a select group of Regional 

Councilors in an effort to solve the problem. Based on the pace of those engagements I suspect mischief-

is-afoot.  

(Continued from page 4) 
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New CD Release 

“Dem Seh” 

   Legendary False Names 

& Buxton Tales 

“Dem Seh” 

Characters & Stories behind legendary  

False Names & Bux’n Tales 

$10 Now available on CD  (Mail order - $12)      

718-342-0040 (US)  *  416-431-0273 (Canada) 



Dis time a gon tell yuh all ‘bout more dead people 

Why, yuh ask?  

In dis line ah wuk that ah tek up 

Ah go looking fuh dem so I can learn from dem 

An to me dem ole people nah dead at all. 

So leh me tell yuh all ‘but one day in mi life at di archives— 

Walter Rodney Archives in Georgetown, dat is— 

I like dat place bad, yuh know! 
 

July 30, 2017 

Ah guh down deh. 

Dis is mi 4th day down deh  

An’ the people deh come fuh know me good. 

Dis time I tell dem I looking for my people In 1862 

I want to know what Bux’n people did do,  

what deh di seh, what deh di know 

suh a archive worker put out de material fuh mi. 
 

De lady bring out several ‘ole ‘ole books 

“The Court of Policy minutes” in partic’luh 

Leh mi tell yuh all someting 

Dem white people mek good notes ‘bout themself  

An’ ‘bout all kind people a dis country  

An ‘tory ‘bout dem Bux’n people in dem books to. 
 

Well, ah di always hear ‘bout Webster, an’ Ogle, an’ Bacchus  

And dem maan who tek schooner fuh guh a Barbados 

Fuh complain ‘bout unfair an’ illegal taxes 

dat British administration unleash pon dem Bux’n 

An’ Friendship people 1856 and 1862 
 

Well, I looking in di books for a laang time, 

I seeing ting ‘bout leprosy count inna Bux’n. 

Yuh all did know that Bux’n had lepers? 

Yes man, but nah plenty like some villages. 

2 book done. Not’n. 
 

I keep checking fuh see what the Bux’n people had fuh seh in 1862 

About de time when people believe dem di stop train 

About all dem taxes and flooding and suh wah been a go on 

An’ Bux’n people had enough of advantage tek pon dem 

Ah looking page afta cripsy brown page  

Mi had fuh use gloves fuh tun dem page dem 

Suh dat mi nah destroy dem 

Not’n. 
 

Well nah me alone bin a look a di petition 

Showna Laundry bin guh wid mi  

Bux’n gal from Brush Dam 

Me tell she seh she gat fuh help look 

She na come fuh she good looks 

Nuh, to be honest, she had de car fuh drive me deh and me 

tank she 

Me and she ah look fuh anything that read 

“Buxton” and “Friendship” 
 

Man ah yuh show me weh ah yuh deh nuh? 

Duh is wat ah start beggin the ancestors. 

Den ah look an ah see seh Bux’n people mek petition  

And de book seh “Governor cannot interfere” 

I wonda wha he di good fuh, if he cannot interfere? 
 

Den me eye land pon waan book in join-up writing 

It had letters 

On a dem is a Bux’n people letter 

Me an’ Showna start fuh dance up inna di archives 

Because we find we people 

We see what deh did WRITE 

Showna seh she nah bin know this archive ting suh sweet! 
 

Di letter we read dat day  

(Deh have more) 

Is a nice nice letter. 

Suh de language lofty lofty 

Dem people write lakka lawya 

Me with me fancy degrees can’t write lakka dah! 

Me caan’t write lakka dah! 
 

Mi jump up an’ dance ah de archives 

De archives woman dem come out an’ ask me wah a go on 

Me tell dem si’ down 

An’ me tell dem what de book seh 

An’ me show dem all dem di signatures  

X beside dem name 
 

Ah tell dem archives woman dem 

why it important fuh see mi people in deh 

Inna de books writing dem name 

In support fuh one annoda’ 

One a dem woman seh. 

“dem Bux’n people too much” 

(Continued on page 7) 
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She nah know how much! 

Mi de wanda if dem been tek lawya fuh write fuh dem 

Suh when mi come back ah ‘Merica 

Me call Kwayana an’ ask he if dem people coulda really write nice suh 

In all dem legalese and big word an’ ting 

Kwayana seh dem coulda do dah good 

Dem had people a village who used to specialize in writing petition 

Dem been love fuh guh a court and fight Backra man. 
 

Mi tink ‘bout wan scholar name Audre Lorde 

She been waan fuh know di ansa fuh wan big philosophical question 

Can we use the master’s tool to break down the master’s house 

Well, Audre Lorde dead now,  

But ah still waan fuh tell she dis Bux’n story haay 

An’ me waat fuh tell she an’ all dem young people  

who a guh study and guh wanda wah kinda power 

dem gat in dem heritage 

(Continued from page 6) Be very clear. Bux’n people use de master’s tool and 

bruk he damn house 

Some a dem laarn fuh write good  

dem prappa write  

usin’ all available means fuh fight good— 

Whomeva, and whenever, and whereva, 
 

Dem fight fuh demselves. 

An’ dem fight fuh we—we who can enjoy or not enjoy 

Bux’n 

Dem gi we wan village  

Let we remind awee self dat 

Dem na only fight fuh de land  

Wid brawny strength 

Dem fight with dem brain 

And dem finga 

Dem bin a do rhetoric laang 

laang 

time. 

...Pauline F. Baird, PhD 

Wha de Story Seh? Finding the Buxton Petitioners of 1862 
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List of villagers from Buxton petitioning the Court of Policy 1862 



DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN AMBASSADOR 

AND A HIGH COMMISSIONER: 

An Ambassador is the official head 

of a country’s diplomatic mission in 

another sovereign country, State or 

international organisation. This term 

is used in countries that are members 

of the United Nations. However, in the 

Commonwealth of Nations (formerly 

British Commonwealth), the chief dip-

lomat of one member country to an-

other member country is called a High 

Commissioner. Consequently, instead 

of an embassy, the official office of 

the High Commissioner is called 

a high commission. 

Winifred Ivy Gaskin, 

née Thierens, was the first 

Buxtonian to be appointed 

head of a diplomatic mission 

for Guyana. In 1968, she was 

assigned as the first High 

Commissioner to the Com-

monwealth Caribbean, sta-

tioned in Jamaica. Having 

served with distinction (until 

1976), she earned great re-

spect and admiration from 

the Jamaican people, and 

was thus bestowed with Ja-

maica’s national award -  

The Order of Distinction. 

Prior to that, Mrs. Gaskin served as 

Minister of Education (1964 - 1968).  
 

Malcolm Leroy Parris, CCH was appointed Guyana’s 

Ambassador to the then Soviet Union in 1987, and served in 

that capacity until 1989. Prior to that, he was the Minister of 

Education (from 1985). He has also served as Chief Executive 

Officer of the PNC party.  

Mr. Parris continues to give of himself, his expertise and 

his knowledge generously, engaging himself actively in na-

tion building and community development. As a member of 

the Tipperary Hall Restoration Committee, he worked ear-

nestly to have the iconic structure restored. He serves as a 

deacon at Arundel Congregational Church in Buxton and as 

an executive member of the Tutorial High School Alumni 

Association in Guyana. 

In recognition of his outstanding service, Malcolm Leroy Parris was 

conferred with the Guyana’s Order of Cacique Crown of Honour in 2011. 

LAST MONTH’S QUESTION:  
BUXTONIAN(S) WHO REPRESENTED GUYANA AS 

AMBASSADOR OR HIGH COMMISSIONER? 
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FORMER AMBASSADOR MR. MALCOLM PARRIS 

THE LATE MRS.  WINIFRED GASKIN 

FIRST HIGH COMMISSIONER,  

COMMONWEALTH CARIBBEAN 

1968 - 1976 



Kojo Parris is Guyana’s Honorary Consul to South 

Africa. The son of Malcolm Parris and Evelyn Seaforth-

Parris, he is an adviser/director to a number of social en-

terprises, and lectures across the world on topics of social 

investment and political economy. He earned an M.A. De-

gree in Engineering (Manufacturing) from Cambridge Uni-

versity on a Commonwealth scholarship. 

An honorary consul is defined as “an official representa-

tive of the government of one State in the territory of an-

other, normally acting to assist and protect the citizens of 

the consul's own country, and to facilitate trade and 

friendship between the people of the two countries. A con-

sul is distinguished from an Ambassador/High Commis-

sioner, the latter being a representative from one head of 

state to another.”   Honorary Consul, Mr. Kojo Parris 

George Wilfred Talbot, CCH is Guyana’s resident Ambassador to neighbouring Brazil. He was 

appointed in 2016. Prior to this post , he served as Guyana’s Permanent Representative to the United Na-

tions (from January 2012), and was non-resident Ambassador to the State of Israel and non-resident High 

Commissioner to the Republic of Namibia.  

Mr. Talbot holds an M.A. in International Relations from the 

Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, and a 

B.A. in Modern Languages (Spanish/French) from the University 

of Guyana. He is fluent in English and Spanish; conversant in 

French and Portuguese. He is also a graduate of Queen’s College.  

He joined Guyana’s foreign service in 1993. Last year, he was 

conferred with  the Cacique Crown of Honour national award. 

Ambassador Talbot, who was born in England, is the son of the 

late George Talbot, Sr. from Buxton. His grandfather was Jona-

than Steir Talbot—a former teacher and the first superintendent 

of The Palms (Alms House). One of his great-uncles, Dr. David 

Talbot, had emigrated to Ethiopia, where he founded health clin-

ics and conducted many public health campaigns. The late Dr. 

Talbot also served for several years as editor of the first English 

language newspaper in Ethiopia, The Ethiopian Herald.  

AMBASSADOR TO BRAZIL 

HONORARY CONSUL TO SOUTH AFRICA 
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Ambassador George Talbot 



Sir John  Patrick Gregorio Carter, QC, KB, CCH, OR  was Guyana’s 

first ambassador to the United States of America - from 1966 to 1970. During 

that time, he also served as the new nation’s Permanent Representative to the 

United Nations and as its High Commissioner to Canada. 

In 1970, he was appointed High Commissioner to the United Kingdom, with 

concurrent accreditations as Ambassador to France, West Germany, Yugoslavia, 

Austria, the Netherlands, Sweden, the former USSR and India. Between 1970 

and 1975, he chaired the Commonwealth Sanctions Committee, which helped 

formulate the British Commonwealth's policy on Zimbabwe's unilateral declara-

tion of Independence and South Africa's apartheid. He also served as a delegate 

and as head of special missions to Australia, Singapore, Zambia, Tanzania and 

several other African nations. 

Leaving his post in London in 1976, he became the Ambassador to China, 

North Korea and Japan (from 1976 to 1981). Sir John is credited with getting the 

Japanese Government to establish Guyana Fisheries and a series of successful 

bilateral agreements with that country. During his tenure in China, Peking estab-

lished a textile mill in Guyana. His final posting before retirement was to Jamaica 

as High Commissioner (1981 to 1983).  

John Carter was born at the Cane Grove Hospital, on 27th January, 1919, where 

his father, Kemp (Doc Carter), worked as a sick-nurse/dispenser. John’s mother, 

Gertrude Carter, née Humphreys was a schoolteacher in Buxton Both parents 

were born and bred Buxtonians, and John is said to have spent his formative 

years in the village along with his four sisters—Rosie, Babsie, Elma and Nina.  

Graduating from Queen’s College, he 

was admitted to the University of 

London, Middle Temple, where he 

read for a degree in Law and quali-

fied as a Barrister in 1942.  

He founded the United Democratic 

Party in 1952, which he later 

merged with the LFS Burnham’s 

PNC. He would then become the first 

Chairman of the PNC Party. 

In 1962, he became the first Pro-

Chancellor of the University of Guy-

ana, and Queen’s Counsel. Sir John 

Carter was knighted by Queen Eliza-

beth II in 1966. He was conferred 

with Guyana’s CCH award in 1973, 

and the Order of Roraima (OR) in 

1984. 

Lyndon Barton’s art creation of what was 

originally Doc Carter’s drugstore at Friend-

ship. He noted that it was also known as 

"The War Office", since it was a place 

where certain village leaders (friends of 

Doc) met regularly on Sunday mornings to 

debate the hot issues of the day.  

AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINAIRE 
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The late Sir John Carter 

1919/01/27 - 2005/02/23 

               $20 
(Shipping Extra) 

PHONE ORDER: 

718-342-0040 

416-431-0273 

E-mail: BuxtonExpress@aol.com 

 



In response to the July quiz about Mayors who hailed 

from Buxton/Friendship, we were informed of another two 

sons of our village who were appointed to the governing 

offices of New Amsterdam and Georgetown. 

Joseph Eleazer, who reportedly served as Mayor of 

the Town of New Amsterdam circa 1931, would most likely 

be the first Buxtonian to have attained that office. Village 

History enthusiast, Alex Sancho (M’lilwana Osanku) wrote 

on our Facebook Page: “Joseph Eleazer was Mayor of New 

Amsterdam in 1931. He was a Buxton born and bred. He 

was a Christmas [lineage]. He was the biological father of 

J.O.F. Haynes. Edmund F. Fredericks and Frederick Telema-

chus Wills were identified as his closest friends in adult-

hood. A.E. Chapman, the maternal grandfather of Raphael 

Trotman, succeeded Eleazer [as Mayor].“ 

Another Buxtonian to have occupied a mayoral office is 

Kenneth Shortt, former Mayor of the City of 

Georgetown. This information was submitted by Treon Si-

mon, who advised that Mayor Shortt is a native of the 

Friendship section of our community. 

Joseph Eleazer (New Amsterdam), Kenneth Shortt (Georgetown), 

Abdul Kadir [Michael Seaforth] (Linden), Kwasi Fraser (Purcellvile) and 

Orrin Gordon (Linden) are Buxtonians who have served as Mayors. 

Thanks to Alex and Treon for your enlightening contributions! 

 

OTHER BUXTONIAN MAYORS 
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THIS MONTH’S QUIZ 
SEPTEMBER IS EDUCATION MONTH, SO 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE IT WITH THIS QUIZ: 

Name any Chief Education 
Officer of Guyana who  was 

born in Buxton/Friendship or 
had some kind of relationship 

with the premier village. 

City Hall, Georgetown 

Test and share your knowledge of 

significant events and achievements 

about Buxton and Buxtonians. We pose a 

question each month and invite you to 

submit the answer. The correct answer 

will be published in the following month’s 

issue. 

 E - m a i l  A d d r e s s :    

BuxtonExpress@aol.com 

 Postal Address: Buxton-Friendship 

Express, 454 Vermont Street, 

Brooklyn, NY  11207 

 Telephone Dr. Clayton Bacchus: 202-

460-3948 

The Old New Amsterdam Town Hall 



GINA 
During a community meeting at the Tipperary 

Hall in Buxton, East Coast Demerara on Sun-

day September 24, Managing Director of GWI, 

Dr. Richard Van West-Charles addressed the 

concerns of residents regarding service im-

provements, meter installation, bill queries 

and increased hours of water service to be 

supplied to the communities. 

Dr. Van West-Charles stated that “water quality 

is GWI’s top priority but with the help of the 

citizens, who will report leaks and breakages 

in the system which can cause bacteria and 

viruses, we can keep the system tightly closed 

and this will increase pressure”. 

‘‘Our aim is to provide for the many families in urgent need of potable water and to give an additional three (3) 

hours to the existing 8 hours they are receiving,’’ stated GWI’s Managing Director. 

GWI is offering a flexible payment contract so that families can afford to pay for their service connections. Dr. Van 

West-Charles indicated that Buxton has thirty three (33) accounts on no-charge but customers are still receiving 

water. As such, these customers are given two weeks to visit GWI’s office and enter a payment arrangement.Failing 

to do so will result in their entire service being removed from their premises. 

GWI will be installing 3000 meters in Buxton and neighbouring communities from October 2017, which will signifi-

cantly help to reduce customers’ service 

charge. A GWI metering app will also be 

launched very soon. 

Meanwhile, following concerns raised 

about hours of water and the quality re-

ceived, Mr. Dwayne Shako – Executive 

Director of Operations, explained that a 

programme is being implemented in two 

phases and GWI will be upgrading the 

pump at Friendship Water Treatment 

Plant, at a cost of three million dollars. 

Additionally, there will be the installation 

of a new filtration system. 

We wish to acknowledge receipt of donations received by Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund this month: 
 

 TCHAIKO KWAYANA MEMORIAL FUND - Donation of $1,000 to the Buxton Heritage Scholarship Programme; 

 DORIS GORDON MEMORIAL FUND - A sum of $700 to the Buxton Heritage Education Programme from: Quintin 

Bacchus, Dionne Thomas, St. Martin’s Anglican Church (Ontario, Canada), Holy Cross Episcopal Church-Yoga 

Group (Georgia), Georgia State University’s School of Nursing, and an anonymous donor. 

 JACKIE NEWTON - a steady contributor and reliable volunteer. 
 

Thank you all so much for your kindness and generosity. 

WATER METERS COMING TO BUXTON 

Thank You 

Page 12 BUXTON-FRIENDSHIP EXPRESS 

GWI Chairman, Dr. Richard Van West Charles, seated 3rd from Left 

Members of the Audience 



I don’t know about you, but I am always fascinated by teachers who make their 

pupils feel special. I am talking about teachers who make every effort to value 

the innocence of their pupils, even when those pupils are dippy or daffy. These 

days, we hardly have teachers of that caliber. Well, I had one such teacher with 

that high merit in my early schooldays. Recently that particular teacher transi-

tioned. Upon hearing the news, I immediately went into deep reflection, yearning 

for her to teach me again. Doris Gordon was that Delightful teacher. 

From the first day she crossed the steps at the legendary Friendship Methodist School I knew she had a 

strong love for children. She exuded an irresistible aura of empathy that made every child’s mental anguish for 

attending school disappeared. She was truly unlike the teachers we had grown accustomed. One thing for 

sure, she was not the hoity-toity type - controlling and condemning was not in her DNA. At every level, she saw 

the glass as half-full, and engendered hope in all of us.  Doris Gordon was that Optimistic teacher. 

A few months into her stint, teaching in Second Standard, she became the teacher every pupil, parent, and 

peers admired. She was naturally elegant. Without being standoffish, she quickly demonstrated a sense of 

care and compassion. At no point she made us felt that our mistakes were sins. It was always about what was 

strong, and not what was wrong. This was a refreshing change - from being constantly bombarded with fear to 

being liberated with a soothing feeling of love. Doris Gordon was that Resolute teacher. 

She spoke with precision. In the most deliberative manner, she phonetically enunciated every letter in a 

word. Unto this day, many of us have used her articulacy as our pattern of speech. I know Colin Burke and Ste-

ve Plass are better than most of us at this, since they were her neighbors. Ms. Gordon was not the beating 

type, besides; she was not the type who would allow other teachers to mistreat you. I still have such a clear 

memory of her standing up to Seaton Griffith, the headmaster, demanding he held me not fully responsible for 

being in a fist fight with another pupil. Her point was, if he was going to beat me, he had to beat all those who 

were the instigators and spectators to the mêlée. Of course that would have included the headmaster’s 

daughter, Debbie Griffith, the ringleader. This was the kind of teacher every kid fantasized of having – some-

one who got your back even when you were trifling. Doris Gordon was that Incredible teacher. 

It was a great honor – a privilege, a pleasure and a pride - for any kid to be chosen to carry out an errand for 

his/her teacher. So, after she fired Derrick Simon from that role (It was rumored that he had eaten most of the 

channa she sent him to buy from Pintay), I proudly became her permanent errand boy. Even when I moved to 

Third Standard, I was still the one she would rely upon to go and get her channa from Pintay. I must confess, I 

used to take out a few grains, and neatly rewrapped the brown parcel.  Looking back, I think she was fully 

aware of me taking out a few grains, but she never exposed me. Evidently she just didn’t want me to feel bad 

about myself. Doris Gordon was that Special teacher. 

What stood out the most for me was the active role she played in getting me to overcome my irrational fears 

of speaking in public. As a kid I had a tough time phonating the "h" sound, and I struggled to produce the "th" 

and “sh” sounds. I also had a tendency to speak very quickly, which at times made my speech difficult to un-

derstand. Upon recognizing that I had these speech impediments, she instantly exposed me to as many situa-

tions as possible to improve my expressive language skills. One such occasion was when she selected me to 

recite the poem, “The Postman” at our annual school concert. I would never forget how she painstakingly 

coached me, giving me all the dramatic tips to excel. My performance was electrifying. “And it was so from 

that day forward,” I have had the confidence to express myself without fear.    

Doris Gordon’s legacy will live on; not only because of her well-grounded children, but those of us whose lives 

she has touched will continue to spread her strength-base teachings. One thing I know for sure, she will al-

ways be my favorite teacher. 

~Quintin Bacchus 

MY FAVOURITE TEACHER:  

THE LATE MRS. DORIS GORDON 
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Greetings! 

I speak on behalf of my sister Constance and her family, friends living abroad with whom I have spoken, and my 

family and self. Those, who could not be here for understandable reasons, would like for me to convey to the be-

reaved family their heartfelt condolences for their great loss, and to assure them that although   unable to be here, 

their thoughts and prayers are nevertheless with them at this time.   

I once came across the following quotation attributed to an unknown author: 

"You can go through life and make new friends every year - every month practically - but there is never any substi-

tute for those friendships of childhood that survive into adult years. Those are the ones in which we are bound to 

one another with' hoops of steel'.” 

Felix McLauren Blair, also affectionately known as Neville or 

Toas'ile, was my dear and best friend since childhood. 

 As a friend, he was unlike any other - more like a brother. Having 

grown up as friends in the village of Buxton, where we attended 

the same primary school - St Augustine's Anglican, and spent a 

considerable part of our early adult lives, it should come as no 

surprise that we did almost everything one could imagine young-

sters would do at that time.  We played cricket, camped out and 

did cookouts. For the most part, we were in and out of each oth-

er’s homes. I can vividly remember those Saturday afternoons 

when Neville and I will go swimming in those various trenches 

and the famous Company Koker – the so-called Village Pool, away 

from the watchful eyes of the village overseer. 

I can never forget how we used to raid our neighbors’ fruit trees 

at nights, and how we used to party hard together. But, most im-

portantly, how we used to strategize about our next moves with 

respect to goals and plans for the future. 

I would guess that almost everyone who knew Neville, knew him 

for his athletic abilities. If you don't, then permit me to share with 

you a few of his accomplishments. But first, you must know that 

Neville was a remarkably gifted and talented person - not only in 

sports, but academically as well. As one of his classmates, I can 

vouch for his academic ability.  Not only was he a scholar with a sharp mind, he was a forward thinker and had an 

insatiable drive to excel and succeed at whatever he set out to do.  It is no wonder that with these gifts, he was able 

to work his way up, through the ranks, to attain the level he achieved as a Senior Evaluation Officer of the Guyana 

government. And this he did, all on his own, without the benefit of an advanced formal education.  Thus, as a self-

made man, he joined a special rank of achievers who have succeeded, despite the odds. 

With regard to his athletic abilities, although his greatest accomplishment was in Volley Ball, having represented 

Guyana in various Caribbean tournaments, Neville was best known for his cricketing abilities, which were enviable. 

In my opinion, granted I may be somewhat bias, Neville was one of the best cricketers that Guyana has ever pro-

duced, and yet the rest of the world was deprived of the opportunity of seeing him in action. His batting was spec-

tacular to watch when he got going. His bowling was no less effective, and his fielding just as sharp. I know this 

simply because I played with him on the same team, as a wicketkeeper.  And, just to show that I was not the only 

one who recognized his talent, all Buxton and its surroundings recognized it, the entire East Coast Demerara recog-

nized it, and best of all, the Guyana Selection Committee recognized it, when he was called to practice for a match 

against Barbados following his remarkable performance in his first and only appearance in a Case Cup competition. 

At that time he represented the Maltinoes Cricket Club.  So why, you may wonder, did he not play for Guyana as he 

did in Volley Ball?  Well, the practice match was rained out, and as the saying goes:        Rain... no play! 

(Continued on page 15) 

TRIBUTE: NEVILLE FELIX MCLAREN BLAIR       

by Lyndon O. Barton 
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Still on the subject of cricket, in bowling or fielding department, Neville was also exceptional with an incredible 

arm. One of the most incredible feats in cricket I have ever seen or read was one that occurred in a highly competi-

tive cup match. We were playing against another village team, and at a critical stage of the game, as we were facing 

defeat, our captain, Teacher Martin Stephenson, gave the ball to Neville to have a bowl. The first ball that Neville 

delivered, he clean bowled the batsman. The next ball he bowled to the new batsman, he clean bowled him.  The 

third ball to the third batsman, he too was clean bowled. At that point, with three batsman gone in three balls, it 

was a rare event. That's called a hat trick. However, that was not the end of Neville’s brilliant performance.  So, 

then came the fourth batsman, and as you might have guessed, Neville bowled him, too.  

Since getting four wickets with four balls is even rarer than a hat trick it was called a helmet trick.  However, what 

was unique about this performance was not just the helmet trick, but the way the wickets were taken.  In all four 

cases how the wickets were taken was the magical highlight - each was clean-bowled in the identical manner, with 

the middle stump uprooted out of the ground, leaving the leg stump and the off stump standing as though they 

were goal posts.  It's a pity, there were no cameras on hand to take pictures for the Guinness Book of World Rec-

ords. 

Another perfect example of the accuracy of Neville’s arm is one that he had demonstrated time and again. Now, 

imagine you were looking at a mango tree, and had just sighted a solitary mango, ripe and rosy, hanging on a limb 

high up in the tree. What do you think would have been the fastest and best way to bring down that mango? Well, 

with Neville around, and a brick within reach, there was never a problem, for 90% of the time, it would have taken 

only one shy of that brick by Neville to dislodge that mango. 

Despite being separated by thousands of miles, our close friendship never wavered or diminished over the years. 

And without exception, on several occasions, whenever I returned to Guyana, his home was usually the first stop I'd 

make, after I settled in. It was a home where I would spend much time with him and his family enjoying the warmth 

of their company. 

Other aspects of Neville’s life I will always remember are: 

The way he lived his life, his devotion to his family which, together with his loving wife, Jenny, they have built. 

As a person, Neville was always full of life, friendly and fun loving.  He had a winning personality that drew people 

to him, irrespective of their ages or background. In addition, he was kind hearted, and caring. He cared not only for 

his family but for others both within and outside of his professional role. 

The pride he took in being self-reliant, independent, and creative. 

Above all, he was a man of faith, a Christian at heart by the way he lived and related to everyone he touched. 

This was the Neville I knew. 

May the Good Lord grant him eternal peace and happiness! 

May his memories be always fresh and comforting! 

(Continued from page 14) 

 Kennard Proffitt, also known as Junie Profitt, formerly of Middle Walk, Buxton. 

He passed away on 31st August, 2017, in Brooklyn, NY, following a prolonged illness. He was 59. 

 Joy Harris née Sullivan passed away in Canada. She was the mother of the late Errol Harris and 

others; sister of Leroy & Gordon Mingo. 

TRIBUTE: NEVILLE FELIX M. BLAIR a/k/A TOAS'OIL      
by Lyndon O. Barton 

Other Transitions 
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