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Women, Gender and the PNC at Sixty (1957-2017) 

 

By  

Hazel Maria Woolford 
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Names of Communities in Region 4 
1. Roxanne Burnham gardens. 
2. Melanie Damishana 
3. Shirley Field-Ridley square 

 

Winifred Gaskin 
There is a secondary school, in region 6, which was named after Winifred Gaskin. 
The name of the Documentation Center of the former Ministry of Information was Winifred Gaskin 
Memorial Library.   There is also a billboard, on the Buxton Public road, in her honour 
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The status and role of women and, gender in general elections, will be examined in this article.   

The PNC participated in the following elections: 
12 August, 1957,  
21 August, 1961, 
7 December, 1964, 
16 December, 1968, 
16 July, 1973, 
15 December, 1980, 
9 December, 1985, 
5 October, 1992, 
15 December, 1997, 
19 March, 2001,  
28 August, 2006 
28 November 2011, 
11 May 2015 
 and in the selection process for the Presidential and Prime Ministerial candidates for the Presidential 
and Prime Ministerial candidates for  General elections. 
 Secondly, the paper has been divided into the following periods 

1. The Burnhamite PPP in 1957. 
2. The PNC administration led by Forbes Burnham, governed Guyana from 1964 to 1985. 
3. The  PNC administration under Desmond Hoyte era, which lasted from 1985 to 1992. 
4. Mr. Robert Corbin’s leadership of the PNC and the Parliamentary Opposition since 2 

May, 2003.     
5. Mr. David Granger’s leadership of APNU. 
6. The Joint Opposition Political Parties (JOPP),  
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 of the Leader of the  People’s National Congress Reform – 1 Guyana (PNCR – 
1G),   Mr. Robert Corbin. 

 the Guyana Action Party (GAP)MP, Mr. Everall Franklin and,   

 the  Leader of the National Front Alliance (NFA), Mr. Keith Scott  formed a  coalition, 
which had the nomenclature, A Partnership for National Unity (APNU) which was 
established on Friday 24 June, 2011. This association of political parties, Guyanese 
organizations and citizens came together to contest the 2011 General and Regional 
Elections. 

Outstanding African- Guyanese personalities who fought for the reelection of thePNC, include,Jessica 
Burnham (PNC), Jane Phillips- Gay (PNC), Winifred Gaskin (PNC), Raj Latchmansingh (PNC), Neta 
Fredericks (PNC), Lucille Cox- David (PNC), Gertie Allsopp (PNC), Mary Bissember (PNC), Huldah Walcott 
(PNC), Shirley Field- Ridley (PNC), Joyce Gill (PNC),  Florence Bourne (PNC)Lurlena Peters (PNC/R), 
Deborah Barker (PNC/R), Clarissa Riehl( PNC/R), Genevieve Allen (  PNC/R),   Faith Harding (PNC/R), 
Esther Perreira  (PNC/R),  Cheryl Sampson (PNC/R), Jenny Wade (PNC/R),  Africo Selman ( PNC/R), 
Vanessa Kissoon (PNC/R), Volda Lawrence (PNC/R) , Joan Baveghens (PNC/R), Sandra Adams(PNC/R), 
Carol Joseph (PNC/R), Malika Ramsay (PNC/R)), Annette Ferguson (PNC/APNU), Karen Cummings 
(PNC/APNU); Nicolette Henry (PNC/APNU); and Valarie Patterson-Yearwood (PNC/APNU).    

Thirdly, in the context of gender, sex and politics, the paper will identify the important role of 
the African- Guyanese wives of political leaders.  Researchers have found that that, the main visible 
feature of a leader of a country, is his ability to include his wife, in the administration of his political 
party, or the governance of the country.  This inclusion in the political administration and campaigns is 
evidenced by the role she assumes. This can take different roles, namely, 

1.  Travelling companion or, 
2. Advisor on women and gender issues or as  
3. A   member of the team. 

  In fact, in a comparative study of women in politics in Africa, the Caribbean and, Guyana, it will 
be observed that the role of the wife of a political leader in Africa is taken more seriously than in Guyana 
and the Caribbean.  In many countries in Anglophone Africa, the wife is sent to England to special 
institutions where she is trained to perform the functions of the wife of a politician.   Within Guyana, 
there have been a few stellar examples such as Sheila Burnham, Patricia Benn, Viola Burnham, Yvonne 
Hinds and, Carol Corbin. 

Dr. Sheila Burnham, the first wife of the P.N.C. Founder / Leader, Forbes Burnham, had very 
active in his political life, when he had run for  the office of Mayor of Georgetown.  She had 
accompanied the trade unionists / politicians, Evilina Davis and Jane Phillips- Gay, on the campaign trips. 

  Mrs. Viola Burnham, the second wife of Prime Minister Forbes Burnham, had very active in 
politics as a young university student in Britain.  Her marriage to Burnham helped her to appreciate her 
early exposure to active politics.  She had also accompanied her husband on several State visits.  She 
was a founder-member and, first Vice- President of the Caribbean Women’s Association (CARIWA), an 
organization of wives of Caribbean Heads of Governments and female politicians.  The 1970s was a 
period of global advocacy for women’s liberation and Viola Burnham was at the hub of the women’s 
movement in Guyana.  She led Guyana’s delegations to congresses in St. Kitts-Nevis (1972); Grenada 
(1974) and, Trinidad and Tobago (1976), presenting papers on ‘The role of women in politics’ and, 
‘Women on the move’.  She had also led Guyana’s  delegations to the World conferences of the United 
Nations decade for women in Mexico (1975), Copenhagen (1980) and, Nairobi (1985). 
 In 1997, Mrs. Janet Jagan had complimented Mrs. Viola Burnham for fashioning the women’s 
arm of the P.N.C. into the most formidable political women’s organization and, electoral machine in the 
Caribbean.  Burnham had been elected the first Vice-Chairperson of the Women’s Revolutionary 
Socialist Movement, in 1967, the year of her marriage.  She was elected to the Chairmanship of the 
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organization, nine years later.  In July 1991, Burnham boasted that she had never participated in an 
election campaign that her party had not won.  She stated that she had been on the campaign trail in 
1968, 1973 and 1985 and the P.N.C. had won every time.  

 Mrs. Carol Corbin, the wife of Mr. Robert Corbin, the Leader of the P.N.C.R.-1G and the 
Parliamentary Opposition, from 2002 -2011, was effective at mobilization.  She promoted the image of 
the political party as one with a social conscience.  It was from this perspective that she insisted that the 
P.N.C.R. -1G  had a social responsibility to prepare and educate the electorate from childhood.  She 
organized successful literacy programmes.  Under the Granger administration, Mrs. Corbin was selected, 
the Chairperson of the Public Procurement Commission (PPC), on 3 November 2016. 
 Similarly, Mrs. Sandra Granger, the present First Lady of Guyana, has worked tirelessly to 
promote the PNC.   She became First Lady, on 15 May, 2017.  Since then, she has established an office of 
the First Lady, where she has dedicated her energies, to the care of the elderly and, children.  
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Mrs. Joann Williams, the wife of the Vice-Chairman of the PNC  and, Chairman of APNU, had 

become one of the most visible political wives since her husband’s rise to the upper echelons of the 
party.  Her involvement in fundraising and, community development had contributed to her husband’s 
election to parliament.   In a very real sense, she would have influenced such young political wives as 
Sandra Jones.   
 Miss Cheryl Sampson, the chairperson of the National Congress of Women, became an active 
member of the PNC since she was a youth. Ms. Cheryl Sampson is the National Chairperson of the 
National Congress of Women (NCW).  She was extracted from the PNCR-1G List of Candidates to be 
sworn in as a member of the National Assembly on 16 January 2009.  Ms. Sampson had replaced former 
PNCR-1G MP James McAllister, who was officially removed from the National Assembly under the recall 
legislation, which was passed by a constitutional amendment in 2007. 

Ms. Sampson, a relative of the late Founder leader of the PNC, Linden Forbes Sampson 
Burnham, was born at Uitvlugt, West Coast Demerara.  She attended the Bishops High School and, is a 
trained teacher.  She holds a Post Graduate in Distance Education from the University of London.  She 
started teaching in 1968 and demitted the classroom, in 2002, as a Head Teacher.  She is currently the 
Head of the Georgetown In-Service Centre of the Cyril Potter College of Education.    

She had served the People’s National Congress in various capacities. She was  elected as the 
National Women’s representative on the Ethnic Relations Commission (ERC).  She serves as a 
Commissioner on the National Commission on Women as an Executive Committee member of the 
Caribbean Women’s Association.  
 Ms. Sampson has extensive diplomatic experience.  She was a member of several delegations 
representatives representing Guyana at various International conferences in Cuba, Russia, the Caribbean 
and elsewhere.  She was also a member of the Guyana delegation to the 36th session of the United 
Nations in 1981. 
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 In the run up to the election for the Presidential candidate of the PNC, Dr. Faith Harding was one 
of the nominees, who Mr. David Granger had to compete against.  The other contenders were, Mr. Carl 
Greenidge and, Mr. Basil Williams.   Harding’s active involvement in politics had begun when she had 
been appointed the Minister of Public Service, in the Desmond Hoyte administration.  She had also run 
for Mayor of Georgetown.   She had campaigned under the rubric, ‘Preparing Our Workforce for 
Tomorrow’s Opportunities.   Jobs, Opportunity and the future’.  Her advocacy campaign was dependent 
on those issues, which affected women and children.   She was opposed to corporal punishment in 
schools. 

Harding subsequently resigned from the PNC, alleging that the electoral process had been 
unfavourable to women.  She continued her community outreach programmes and, supported the PPP.   
However , on her death, on 23 January 2015, the PNC paid glowing tributes to her, in acknowledgement 
of her contribution to the party and, its  supporters.  At her funeral service, the Former Leader of the 
PNCR-1G, Robert Corbin described Faith Harding as a strong woman, who would always rise again from 
the ashes. 

David  Granger assumed the leadership of the PNC in 2011, as well as APNU.  This coalition had 
an African-Guyanese  base.   Granger has paid more than lip service to gender and politics.   He has been 
known  to involve women at every level of the party.  When the PNC had disciplined the former Member 
of Parliament Vanessa Kissoon, the party’s representative from Linden, he had replaced her with 
another Party stalwart Sandra Adams. 

Two of the most active female leaders during the Granger term are, Mrs. Volda Lawrence, and 
Miss Amna Ally.  Lawrence, an Accountant was the shadow Minister of Human Services.  She effectively 
mobilized the welfare committee and their service to the elderly, especially those who were 
institutionalized was well documented.   She is the Senior Minister of Public Health. 

Ms. Ally, an educator, followed in her father’s footsteps, as a political activist in the party.   She 
canvassed, throughout the country.  Ally, a Muslim had experienced, the defeat of the party, as well as, 
success at the polls.  She was appointed the Minister of Social Protection, Chief Whip and, the General 
Secretary of the PNC. 

After the constitutional reform of 1891, African-Guianese female political activists campaigned 
vigorously  in every election.   This had led to the imposition of the Crown Colony government on British 
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Guiana.   In April 1953, when the franchise was extended to all Guianese, it was through the 
instrumentality of the African-Guianese female politician, Jane Phillips-Gay that the PPP swept the polls.   
Once again the Guianese were denied the right to govern themselves, when in October, they were 
removed from office, because of their ideological persuasion. 

During the post colonial period,Winifred Gaskin, Shirley Field –Ridley, Margaret Ackman, Viola 
Burnham campaigned until their death for the survival and, relevance of their individual political parties. 
They were succeeded by young militants, who have seen the genesis of new parties such as the Alliance 
For Change.   While these emerging political activists, in the twenty first century did not confront such 
hostile verbal attacks, branding them as  ‘prostitutes’, nor have they been incarcerated for their political 
convictions, they have had to address such issues as child protection, custodial care and, for married 
women their roles as politicians, wives and, parents.  The race to parliament as people’s representatives 
took a new turn in the tenth parliament, when APNU Parliamentarian, Dr. Karen Cummings 
acknowledged that her husband, Dr Emmanuel Cummings was a member of the PPP. 

On 10 November 2014, President Donald Ramotar prorogued Parliament.   The 11 May 2015 
General and Regional elections were scheduled to break the gridlock in Parliament.  This election was 
determined to test gender disparity, particularly African-Guyanese female candidates.  Guyana is one of 
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the few countries in the world, where there is a high representation of women, particularly African-
Guyanese. The APNU coalition was, declared the winner on 16 May 2016.    The PNC female Ministers of 
the coalition, are: 

Minister Amna Ally, Minister of Social Cohesion. 
Minister Volda Lawrence, Senior  Minister of Public Health 
Minister Karen Cummings, Minister in the Ministry of Public Health 
Minister Nicolette Henry, Minister of Education 
Minister Annette Ferguson, Minister in the Ministry of Public Infrastructure  
Minister Valarie Patterson-Yearwood, Minister in the Ministry of Communities 
Minister Simone Broomes, Minister in the Ministry of Natural Resources. 
Minister Dawn Hastings-Williams, Minister of Public Affairs 
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Quotes of the President of Guyana 

 

“The Diocese, through the foresight of our first Bishop, established Queen’s College as early as 1844 
and, later, the correctly-named Bishop’s High School, both of which still reflect the high standards set by 
their Anglican founders. The Diocese can be assured of my Government’s support for the Church’s 
educational efforts, as I have supported Hindu and Islamic schools, through the National Endowment for 
Science and Technology (NEST),” he said. 
 
Public education must tell our children and grandchildren that; it must tell the world that. Public 
education implants in the public mind the legal and moral bases of the regions demand for reparations. 
It answers the question why, after more than five hundred years, the demands for reparative justice still 
have not been met. 
 
My brothers and sisters, the Caribbean’s case for reparation is based principally, but not solely, on three 
grounds. First of all, enslavement and genocide are crimes against humanity under international law. 
Crimes against humanity are or can be prosecuted at any time; there is no limitation. If it was done five 
or six or seven or ten years ago, it can be prosecuted at any time. It has no statute of limitations. The 
convention on the non-applicability of statute of limitations to war crimes and crimes against humanity 
was adopted by the United Nations since 1968 and it provides that no statutory barrier shall apply to 
crimes against humanity, whether they were committed in time of war or in time of peace. So we stand 
on firm ground. 
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Second - the massive expropriation of wealth which was the patrimony of our Region’s people during 
the commission of these crimes enriched Europe. That wealth was generated through forced labour, 
that wealth caused the impoverishment of those who produced the wealth. That is the great paradox. 
 
And thirdly, colonisation, enslavement, genocide and indentured immigration left a legacy of 
underdevelopment. That legacy could only be overturned through corrective justice. You go around the 
Caribbean and you would see down in the gully, we’re not a rich people but we, through the labour of 
our fore parents have made other people rich. 
 
You know, we live in a magnificent country- Guyana. Some of you have come from different parts, 
different regions of the country, but I am sure that you have one aim; one objective; one ambition. You 
all want to have a good life; you all want to be comfortable; you want to be healthy; you want to 
perhaps get married, have a family, have children, have a good house, maybe have a car, if you are in a 
riverine area- have a boat. But you can have a good life- everybody wants to have a good life. You don’t 
want to be a criminal, burn down the prison; police chasing you. You don’t want to be a crook; you don’t 
want to be a smuggler- you want to live a good, honest life. That’s what we want for you; that is what 
you want for yourself. So my visit here today is interactive. This is not a clergy; we are not as priests and 
pastors here to tell you what to do, what to believe. In a few minutes time, we will change up the layout 
here so that we can see one another better and talk to one another. Some of you at the back just 
looking at the head of the person in front of you, but we’ll change up the layout just now, so we can look 
at one another in the face. 
 
When we speak about food security, we speak most of all about making food available to everyone in 
sufficient quantities. We talk about making food available to everyone with a certain quality that you 
can live an active life. We talk about making food available in affordable quantities, so that everybody, 
every child in Guyana could have access to food, could have enough food and can have cheap food; and 
that is my concern about this great region, the Potaro-Siparuni Region, that it could very well be the 
food bowl of this country. 
 
The holy month of Ramadan deepens our sensitivity towards others; it helps us to appreciate our 
differences; it helps us to recognise that we have built in Guyana a harmonious society, a society that 
reaches across religious and cultural differences. Ramadan helps us to bear sacrifice and throughout the 
day when devout Muslims fast; the very act of fasting, of deprivation of food and drink helps to build 
spirituality, it helps to concentrate your attention and intensify your service to God. 
 
Guyana’s luxuriant biodiversity is the base of a potentially competitive, world-class ecotourism industry. 
Our country needs a strong tourism industry, one that is more than a weekend excursion or a fishing 
expedition. Our country sooner, rather than later, will be obliged to end its love affair with the six 
sisters: bauxite, diamond, gold, rice, sugar and timber. These beloved ladies have served us well in the 
past but at times they could be fickle- international markets always change and dinosaurs no matter 
how huge, must adapt or die. 
 
It is difficult to understand why something which is so important not only to our history, but to our 
future should have such little impact on our day to day lives. I must confess that many people know very 
little and they care very little about the issue of reparations and as a result the movement is going 
forward very slowly and I do hope that we can move much more quickly and I would complement the 
Guyana Reparations Committee for being involved in convening this symposium today and in the work 
that it has been doing over the years. I hope that as a result of this meeting today we will be able to 
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move much more quickly so that we can bequeath to our children and our grandchildren what we 
ourselves did not inherit in terms of reparations from the Europeans. 

GIHR Tenth Conference 
The Guyana Institute of Historical Research held the tenth conference on 24 June, 2017.  The guest 
speaker, was Guyanese born Professor David Hinds, of University of Arizona.  Reprinted here are 
pictures and abstracts of the conference. 

 

Politics, Ethnicity and the Alibi of Class in Guyana: 1992-2015 

In a letter to the press (Stabroek News, 2nd March, 2017) Mr. Hydar Ally, a leading member of the PPP’s 
establishment suggests that “Class and ideology not race have always been the dominant factors in our 
politics”. The class/ideology combination that foreground PPP’s politics, he argues, can be seen in the 
degree of “inter-ethnic cohesion” that exists among the different ethnic groups in the country and 
“speaks well” to “our maturity as a people”. The major political schisms in the country, on the other 
hand, have always been ideological and politically driven,  marked, for example, by the fracture of the 
party in 1955 that saw the departure of a number of Indian leaders pandering to Burnham’s 
“opportunism” and their own petty bourgeois interests. Jagan, on the other hand, retained the loyalty of 
the African cadres in party on the basis of political/ideological unity and the honoured expectations of 
class. Moreover, the momentous events in the country’s political history, suspension of the constitution 
in 1953 and the change of the constitution in 1964, were thinly veiled imperial maneuvers to keep the 
party at bay because of its political creed. 
How do we, at this crucial political juncture, when for the first time in its history the PPP loses fair and 
free elections, assess its politico/ideological claims against the evidence on the ground? I want to take 
the opportunity afforded by the 10th Annual Conference of GIHR to review the record and assess it 
against the claims of the party in the post 1992 period of free and fair elections. This will be investigated 
along certain signposts that will be read as part of the evidentiary narrative to establish the relationship 
between the party’s claims and the evidence on the ground as indicators of its politico/ideological 
“correctness”. Of key concern here, as per our signposts, will be the: a) the electoral results of the 
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elections between 1992 and 2015 and what they tell us about the party’s support base; b) the party as 
government and its class-based record, i.e., its putative working class acts and claims as indicators of its 
politico/ideological “correctness”. In the latter two incidents have been selected for interrogation: a) the 
ruling party’s response to the claims by bauxite workers that a foreign multinational company was 
allowed to gut the Labour Relations Bill in its treatment of local workers; and b) its treatment of sugar 
workers in the calamity of the Skeldon Sugar Modernisation Project.  

____________ 

Rishee Thakur  

 
 

 
Professor Vishwa Verma 

ABSTRACT: 
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      The topic of his presentation is “colours, caste system and politics” in India.  
      To understand the colours and its consequences, the reasons of different colors of skin are important 
to know. The skin colours can be explained in terms of genes, climate and working environments. Our 
body is made of chemicals and one of the chemicals is the melanin which is responsible for dark, brown 
or white skin colour. There is no discrimination among people on the basis of skin colour in India. 
     India is a secular country. Caste system is related to the Hindus. The majority of the population are 
the follower of Hinduism. Ramayana and Bhagawata Gita are two important epics where the references 
about Varna (Caste) are described. It has been clearly stated about the needs and importance of Varna, 
but in the modern age the meaning of Varna has been changed.  
     The Indian politics has mixed effect of the caste system. 

 

 
Keith Agard 

 
Abstract 
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There was some initial hesitation in responding to the call to deliver a presentation for a Historical 
Research Conference with the theme, Sugar, Labor and Politics. At first glance it seemed to require quite 
a Leap to make the connection with the topic that was requested of me; "ART and AFRICAN 
SPIRITUALITY" 
However, it is in perfect order indeed, when considered as an important window to some degree of 
disclosure in terms of how the subconscious and intuitive realms of our past and present experiences 

are closely related to the very nature of 
both art and spirituality alike. 
 
 

It is art’s power of synthesis, together 
with its potential for self cultivation and 
personality integration, which can now 
help to provide some important 
insights for resolving many of the socio-
cultural issues that continue to affect 
us. In the final analysis, art and 
spirituality are inseparable and both 
serve in opening the path to the 
fundamental reality that connects our 
humanity as a unified whole..This 
marriage of art and spirituality seeks to 

provide our Link to the entire universe. 
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Inherited “Ancestors’ Collections of a Devoted Curator:  
 The Museum of African Heritage in Georgetown, Guyana 

 
Jeremy Jacob Peretz 

 

In 1985 Ms. Jenny Daly was first brought to the 
no-longer inhabited home at 13 Barima Avenue 
that was later to become the Museum of African 
Heritage. Daly was taken to this quiet street in 
the residential Bel Air Park neighborhood of 
Georgetown, Guyana’s capitol city, to view a 
collection of African artworks acquired by the 
national government some years prior.1 The 
precious works were stored in conditions Daly 
described to me as “just built up in a room, with 
dust and these sort of things.”2 Working at the 
ime as a Secretary at Guyana’s E. R. Burrowes.  
Ras. Waddell presented Mr. Peretz’ paper. 
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ERIC M. PHILLIPS (MBA, CTP. BSc. Eng.) 

Eric Phillips , A 1990-91 White House Fellow, is currently a member of the Ministry of the 

Presidency where he works as the Special Assistant to Professor Clive Thomas, the Presidential 

Advisor on Sustainable Development. He is also a Lecturer at the University of Guyana. Eric 

Phillips worked internationally in seven countries for large companies including AT&T and has 

served in many diverse capacities such as Chairman of the Board, CEO, MD, VP, COO, Program 

Director and Engineer. Eric was also appointed by the President of Guyana as the Chairman of 

the Guyana National Reparations Committee and sits on the CARICOM Reparations 

Commission.  
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Eric Phillips has degrees in Chemical Engineering, Telecommunications Engineering and 

Marketing/International Business. Eric has appeared on the cover of Business Week International 

Magazine and Black Engineering Magazine when he was nominated as the US Black Engineer 

of the Year. Eric has won many awards including: the AT&T Senior VP Award (1993); the Bell 

Labs Outstanding Service Award (1990); and the Scientific Achievement Award for Apollo 

Technologies in 1982. 

 

He is the president of the African Business Roundtable and an Executive Member of the African 

Cultural & Development Association (ACDA). 
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Sugar and labour 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Lincoln Lewis 
Abstract  

From sugar’s 
inception labour has been an integral part of the plantation society. The foundation of this supply was 
sourced on forced labour. And though the enslaved could not have been formally organised the society 

witnessed continuous resistance to the oppressive conditions under which they toiled and lived.  
The abolition of forced labour was replaced with voluntary labour. The new form of labour did not result 
in significant improvement in employment and living conditions. Thus the new workforce too resisted 

the conditions under which they worked and lived.  
In the early 1900s sugar workers began formally organising in various organisations to represent their 
interests. Activism to improve their circumstances resulted in trade union formation and recognition, 
and the emergence of indigenous politics that aided advancement for social, cultural, political and 

economic rights, in the workplace and out.  
Such pursuits have not been without achievements, challenges and setbacks, necessitating constant 
revisiting and realignment in pursuit of creating an environment where labour is not merely seen as a 
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factor of production, but the most important and vital resource to development, deserving to be treated 
with respect and dignity. 
[This paper was written by Mr. Lincoln Lewis, and presented by Mr. Norris Witter ] 

A History of the Sugar industry in Guyana 
By 

Earl John 

 
Presenter: Mr. Earl John 
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The chairs of the 2017 conference, were Mr. Tota Mangar, Ms. Emiley King, Dr. William ‘Tom’ Dalgetty, 

and Mrs. Marjorie McCaskey. 

Mr. Tota Mangar 

Dr. William Dalgetty

Ms. Emiley King 
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Mrs.  Marjorie McCaskey. 

The inaugural GIHR Book award, was launched during the opening ceremony of the Research 
Conference.  The 2017 Award holders were: 

1. Professor Joycelyn Loncke and, Mr. Derek Archer. 
2. Mr. Alim Hosein 
3. Mr. Petamber Persaud 

                               
The Conference, would not have been a happening, if the following persons and, organizations, had not 
contributed their resources, human capital and, time to the first conference, ten years ago.  In tribute to 
them, the Institute has expressed its appreciation, with the Public Service Awards.  They are: 

1. David Granger 
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2. Clonell Samuels-Boston 
3. Cecilia McAlmont. 
4. Christopher Ram 
5. David Hinds 
6. Guyana Geology and Mines Commission 
7. Banks DIH 
8. Guyana Bureau of National Statistics 
9. THAG 
10. William Tom Dalgetty 
11. Aubrey Crawford 
12. Jenny Daly 
13. Emiley King 
14. Gweneth George 
15. Syndrene Harris 
16. Volda Williams 

Scenes  of the 2017 Research Conference 
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Pictures of the 2017 ACDA Emancipation Festival 

[These pictures were posted by Dr. Gillian Richards-Greaves] 

 
 

 
 
 
 



35 
 

Online/Home study courses for 2017 
All persons who are interested in pursuing online courses, offered by the Guyana Institute of Historical 
Research are asked to note the following: 

1. The Certificate of African Guyanese course, has an additional theme for 2017/2018, i.e. The life 
and times of Walter Rodney. 

2. Persons, can download, print and email the registration forms to hazelwoolford@gmail.com 
3. The additional theme for the Diploma in History, is Parliamentary history. 
4. The tuition costs remain the same. 
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Welcome Dr. Gillian Richards-Greaves 

to the Board of Directors of the Guyana Institute of Historical Research 

                     
 

The Guyana Institute of Historical Research is pleased to announce, that Dr. 

Gillian Richards-Greaves, has been appointed the Director of Fundraising.   She 

succeeds Dr. David Hinds, the new Director of Tertiary Education. 

Dr. Greaves is married and, the mother of two boys.   She has earned 2       

Ph. Ds.   She is an Anthropologist; Ethnomusicologist and, Researcher.  Her most 

recent doctoral thesis is on Kwe-Kwe.  Dr. Greaves is an Assistant Professor at 

Coastal Carolina University and, Assistant Director of the Charles Joyner Institute 

for Gullah and African Diaspora Studies.   Her favourite quotes are, 
 
My thoughts, my philosophy: I'm not afraid to try because I'm not afraid to fail. I'm not afraid to 

live because I'm not afraid to die!--Gillian Richards-Greaves 
The most profound lessons we teach our children are the lives we live. So talk less and live more!--Gillian 
Richards-Greaves. 
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The heights by great men reached and kept were not attained by sudden flight, but they, while their 
companions slept, were toiling upward in the night.--Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 

 
The Guyana Institute of Historical Research thanks the President of Guyana, 
Brigadier (retired) David Granger, for the donation of an overhead projector, to 
the Institute. 
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The Guyana Institute of Historical Research acknowledges the involvement 
of Mrs. Gladys Accra, Director of Joshua House Children center, for hosting 
the 2017 KIDS History Vacation School. 
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1. KIDS History packs  $1,000. 
2. CLEO Women’s  History   $500. 
3. GIHR News     $1,000. 

 


