
Welcome to April and the glorious celebration of Easter! 

Scores of returning Buxtonians descended on the hometown this month 

to ring in the Easter holidays. Many of them were regulars at this time of 

year, but there were a few newcomers. New York resident, Jackie Abrams, 

who returned for her first Easter in almost 37 years spoke very excitedly 

about her experience: “I had a great time. I saw so many people, some 

not since my high school days.” She was especially impressed with the 

“national unity” exhibited in the celebration of what has traditionally been 

a Christian holiday (Easter).   

On the economic front, some businesses saw an uptick in sales. Trevor 

Harper, owner of a popular café on Friendship Public Road noted, “A lot 

of ‘foreigners’ were in the place. Easter was good.” 

EASTER HOMECOMING Thank you for being a 
Buxton Express reader. 
We appreciate your sup-
port and would welcome 
your feedback. Please 
drop us a line. 

  Buxton-Friendship 
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Jackie Abrams at an Easter Monday Barbeque held at Friendship Front side  
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Forty-nine students from Friendship Primary 

School (Roman) wrote the 2017 National Grade 

Six Assessment (NGSA) examinations, which were 

held on 12th and 13th of April. A few days earlier, 

the students, with their parents and teachers, as-

sembled for a motivational session in the school’s 

auditorium. Pastor Desmond Glasgow of the near-

by Grace Assemblies of God Church delivered in-

spirational remarks and words of encouragement. 

Across the country, 13,657 students were regis-

tered to write the NGSA (formerly Common En-

trance Examination). The secondary school place-

ment examination covers four subjects – English, 

Mathematics, Science and Social Studies. 

Last year, when for the first time the tests were 

prepared by the Caribbean Examination Council 

(CXC), the Mathematics paper posed enormous 

challenges for a great many of the students. In re-

sponse to the generally 

poor showing in the sub-

ject, the Education Minis-

try implemented a number 

of new initiatives to help 

students improve their un-

derstanding and perfor-

mance in Mathematics.  

Just before the exams got 

underway, Senior Educa-

tion Minister, Dr. Rupert 

Roopnaraine visited a cou-

ple of primary schools in 

Region Four where he of-

fered some helpful advice 

to the waiting students. He 

reportedly went over some 

test taking tips with them 

and offered some words of 

encouragement: “You are 

at the beginning of a long 

journey with many stops, 

but it is important that you 

make a good start.”   Ready for the Challenge 

NGSA: HIGH HOPES OF SUCCESS 
“You are at the beginning of a long journey with many stops, but it is important that you make a good start.”  

~ Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine, Minister of Education  
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Motivational Session 



Students from Company Road Primary and Buxton Primary Schools pose for this photo at the 

conclusion of the 2017 National Grade Six Assessment examinations. Happy that it is now over, 

they look forward to enjoying the Easter holiday.  

A total of thirty-two students from Company Road Primary and Buxton Primary schools 

wrote this year’s NGSA exam. They now await the results of their performance and infor-

mation on the secondary school they will attend next school year. 

Following closure of the Buxton Primary School (Missionary) building by Region Four au-

thorities, the students of that school (in green uniform) are being accommodated at Company 

Road Primary School until a new building is constructed for them. Last year, the Ministry of 

Education promised to include the cost for a new building in the 2017 national budget. Mean-

while, a special committee was assembled in the village to monitor the situation but, accord-

ing to information recently received, the group has not met for a very long time and there is 

no clear indication as to the current status of the matter.  
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HAPPY IT’S OVER; TIME FOR EASTER FUN  



It was a bitter-sweet mo-
ment at Friendship Prima-
ry School when students 
and staff gave a rousing 
send-off to Headmistress 
Karen Dey at the end of 
the Easter term. Ms. Dey 
left to take up a promotion 
at Port Kaituma Primary 
School, located in Region 
One.  
The Buxton-Friendship 

Heritage group takes this 
opportunity to express its 
deepest gratitude to Ms. 
Dey for her co-operation 
and assistance over the 
years. You always went 
beyond your duty to en-
sure that our requests 
were satisfactorily accom-
plished. We wish you con-
tinued success in your 
new position and all your 
future endeavours. 
The Company Road Pri-

mary School family also 
said goodbye to their prin-
cipal of several years. Mr. 
Gidel Austin took up a 
promotion at Beterver-
wagting Primary School. 
Good luck to both of 

you! 

Former FPS headmistress, Ms. Karen Dey being showered with a show of 

appreciation as she prepares to leave for her new post. 

ROUSING SEND-OFF FOR H.M. 
DEY & AUSTIN PROMOTED TO NEW SCHOOLS 
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Pupils of the New 
Friendship Nursery 
show off their Easter 
baskets. 
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EASTER CELEBRATION 

These students of Friendship Primary School (Roman) pose with their Easter hats. 



On Easter Tuesday, 18
th
 April, First Lady, Sandra Granger, joined the Battersfield family in distributing over 

800 toiletry hampers to children from six schools in and near the community, at the Arundel Congregational 

Church, 129 Middle Walk, Buxton. 

“I think it is a beautiful way for the Battersfield family to introduce this tradition. I don’t call it giving back. I 

call it giving forward because they are using the resources that they have been blessed with,” Mrs. Granger was 

quoted as saying in a media release from the Ministry of the Presidency. 

Thirty-five members from three generations of the Battersfield family, many of whom reside in the United 

States, travelled to Guyana to host the outreach exercise, the media release said. The children who received the 

hampers were drawn from the Friendship Nursery School, Company Road Nursery School, Hendon Nursery 

School, Friendship Primary School, Company Road Primary School and Buxton Primary School. This is the sec-

ond year that the family is hosting the outreach activity and they expressed the intention to make it an annual 

event.  

...Stabroek News’ Report, April 20, 2017 

A little boy holds on to his hamper as First Lady, Mrs. Sandra Granger interacts with him. Ministry of the Presidency photo 

BATHERSFIELD FAMILY 
SPREADS EASTER CHEER 
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 EASTER FUN PHOTOS 
Scene at Buxton Seawall 

Among the many Buxtonians who returned home for the holidays, Cleveland Bathersfield 

(Okro) and Alwyn Hope (Kabba) chillin’ out at Friendship. 

 

 



 In keeping with international attention to mothers in the month of 

May, I want to look a little closer at the subject of female intergenera-

tional relationships and what they can teach us. I do not attempt to treat 

this subject with any in-depth analysis in this space, rather, I write to raise 

consciousness on Black girlhood, and womanhood with regards to inter-

generational females to generate discussion in our community.   

  

When I was about 11, I was listening to the radio with my aunty “Baby Daph” one night (by that 

time my mother was already dead). I heard the announcer say, “The man had carnal knowledge of a 

young girl.” I asked my aunt what was “carnal knowledge?” Without hesitation, she said, “He had sex 

with her.” I was shocked into silence because of her candor. I think that if I had even guessed at the 

answer, I would not have asked. Prior to this exchange, I had several assumptions. I assumed that 

such topics were taboo and that I did not have a language to even raise them with an adult. I had al-

so assumed that I could not raise such conversations with an adult woman who was not my mother. I 

was caught off guard, but I had a feeling that I was in a safe space in the relationship with my aunt. I 

tell this story, to tell another story, in hopes that you, dear reader, will tell many of your own sto-

ries—to un-silence tongues—especially in the digital age.  

  

Another story I tell about intergenerational female relationships come from a study I conducted re-

search with Buxtonian women. I wanted to learn from their lived experiences. For many reasons, I 

keep returning to one conversation between a granddaughter and her grandmother, as related to me 

by a Buxtonian woman, Cheryl Glen. Her reflections on her girlhood disrupt some protocols for Black 

womanhood that can use a stronger gaze and discourse within our community. I offer you a creative 

rendition of the conversation (some names are fictional—no disrespect).   

  

“Mout Open, ‘tory Jump Out”  

Listen to grandmother and granddaughter  

Desmond 

Shelia 

Hector 

Bernice and Shirley 

Umm—Joseph 

“But Mudduh, yuh mean to tell me they didn’t have abortion in you time?” 

(Continued on page 9) 

Wha de Story Seh?  
FROM GRANDDAUGHTER TO GRANDMOTHER:  

Mout Open, ‘tory Jump Out  

Monthly Column 

By Dr. Pauline Baird 
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Uranie 

Mavis 

Donald 

“Mudduh? Why you mek all these many chi’ren fuh a man who didn’t seem to care fuh you?” 

Vibert 

Huh…uhmm…uhmm…uhmm 

Minky 

Edith 

“Chile, I always thinking dat one a dem chi’ren gon do something to tek me outta poverty. 

  

I am sure you relate if you come from a big family where when your mother wants to call you she 

has to start with the eldest. That said, the subject of gender relationships in the excerpt is “touchous” 

or sensitive. What struck me was that young Cheryl verbalized her inquiry.  In doing, she shows 

“gumption” to question an adult—a grandmother. At many levels, protocols were breached—

children or more specifically girls must be seen not heard, for instance.   

  

Young Cheryl had observed that her grandmother had many children—12 children to be exact. She 

tells me that her grandfather was also the parent of as many siblings in the village by another woman. 

I want to think that in her asking her grandmother about the abortion option not only breaks with 

custom, but the Cheryl’s notion of how to process a solution for the grandmother’s large family. She 

filters it through the lens of modernity or age-old practice of birth control. As a young girl I hear her 

questioning options for a woman of her grandmother’s age. Was planned parenthood an option for 

her grandmother? What informed her choice of a partner/ lover? Was abortion a consideration? Had-

n’t the grandmother considered her own autonomy? Care for self?   

  

On another level, this conversation challenges the notion 

that the present generation is in breach of the good times 

or the good old days. These matters of practice are com-

plex. Thus, I ask how can I talk about and understand our 

forgotten stories, whispered stories, and family and village 

traditions as ways of understanding ongoing social issues 

(that play out on Facebook and digital media): generation-

al gaps, gender, economics, class, sex, race, and history 

among others. Anytime is a time to engage; leh we talk.  

  

 

No part of this article must be reproduced in any form without 

the permission of the writer. Email: Dr. Pauline Baird 

<buxtonpeople@outlook.com> 

(Continued from page 8) 

          Wha de Story Seh? 

MOUT OPEN, ‘TORY JUMP OUT 

By 

Dr. Pauline Baird 

April 2017 



On Friday April 7, 2017, stakeholders were invited to meet with government officials at the National Cultural 

Centre for a ‘consultation’ relative to VAT on private tuition fees. Attending that meeting were the Minister of 

Education - Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine, Minister of Telecommunications - Mrs. Catherine Hughes and the Prime 

Minister - Mr. Moses Nagamootoo.  The meeting was chaired by Minister Hughes while Dr. Roopnaraine was 

the first presenter, prior to responses from the floor.  

After calling the session to order, the AFC Vice-Chairman would have informed 

the gathering that the forum was originally scheduled for owners of Private 

Schools. She then indicated that the Education Minister would make a presen-

tation prior to interaction from the floor, commencing with school owners.  

The Education Minister started off by saying that the government was very 

concerned about education and has it as its highest priority; hence, the alloca-

tion of 43.1 Billion dollars or 17% of the 2017 national budget. He further 

mentioned that the government was not satisfied with the state of public edu-

cation, hence the thrust to modify the system while stressing that it was costly. 

He posited that considering the cost to provide the necessary infrastructural 

development for the State, the financial resources had to be garnered from 

somewhere. The gathering was informed that the intention of the Government 

was to have the Private Schools absorb the tax since, as a group, they do not 

pay their fair share of taxes and thus, can afford it. The minister revealed that 

Government was aware that more than 75% of private schools had not regis-

tered with the Ministry of Education and therefore, were not tax-compliant; hence, there was need to recoup 

the tax. He would have also repeated statements made by the Finance Minister a few weeks earlier, claiming 

that approximately eight private schools were accumulating in excess of two billion dollars per year while 

charging fees higher than that set by the University of Guyana.  

We were advised that, in this new dispensation, there will be no VAT on tuition fees at the University of Guy-

ana. Minister Roopnaraine concluded his presentation by indicating that some schools have started to collect 

VAT from students but warned that only institutions that are registered for VAT can collect same. 

Here now are the idiosyncrasies:   

1. The government has introduced VAT, 

a consumer tax, to private tuition fees 

and is asking the Service Provider to 

absorb the tax. According to Christo-

pher Ram, a Chartered Accountant 

and Lawyer, that request is illegal. 

2. Recognising the fact that public educa-

tion is not where it should be, if you 

are so concerned as a government, 

why will you want to introduce a 

penalty on the section of the educa-

tion system that is perceived to be 

working? 

                  (Continued on page 11) 

HAYNES CITE 

ASSAULT ON EDUCATION - Part 2:  
THE IDIOSYNCRASIES OF THE PLOY 

“The government has 

introduced VAT, a consumer 

tax, to private tuition fees 

and is asking the Service 

Provider to absorb the tax. 

According to Christopher 

Ram, a Chartered 

Accountant and Lawyer, 

that request is illegal.”  
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Presentation of the 2017 National Budget by the Finance Minister, Winston Jordan 



3. Initially, the main stakeholders, the students/parents were not considered 

for interaction on the issue although they are the ones who will have to 

‘foot-the-bill.’ 

4. Instead of going after the tax cheats in the private education system, the 

government has decided to recover the cost from students, who choose to 

acquire their education via that route, under the pretext that they [/parents/

students] can afford to pay. It should be noted that as part of the suit of tax 

measures in the 2017 Budget, a withholding tax of 2% was introduced on 

government contracts. That tax allows for government agencies to deduct 

and remit to the GRA, an amount totalling two percent of the contract sum 

from the contractor’s payment. If the idea of the tax was to get the errant 

schools to pay, perhaps withholding tax could have been used. 

5. Another reason given for the tax is the need to provide necessary support 

for the resultant shortfall from the reduction of the VAT from 16% to 14%. 

While the citizenry welcomed a reduction in VAT, they are not appreciative of it resurfacing in this discrimi-

natory way on a sector that is miniscule in monetary return but vital to institutional and national develop-

ment. According to the people with the knowledge of the numbers, the projected revenue from the tax is 

approximately 0.2% of the national budget. That amount of money can be garnered through prudent 

management of projects. If one percent of the sum budgeted for projects in the 2017 national budget is 

saved, more than one billion dollars will be garnered. Currently, more than fifteen percent of funds budget-

ed for projects are siphoned off through corruption, poor designs or poor management. 

6. While the government is fondling with the illegal idea of having the service providers of private education 

absorb the cost of the VAT, which in effect will see the providers losing 12.3% of their income, the Govern-

ment is unwilling to forgo 0.2% of its national budget and continues to do like the PPP/C, knowingly 

spend indiscriminately. Currently, there are projects being undertaken for more than 500% of economical 

cost….you are reading correctly - 500 percent. 

7. The Education Minister indicated that the Government has information on the schools that are not tax-

compliant and the status of their incomes. The gathering was informed by Mr. Christopher Ram that it is 

illegal for Government to have obtained such data since that should be confidential information held by 

the Guyana Revenue Authority (GRA). 

8. An educator would have enquired of the Education Minister 

to indicate to her which private school receives a government 

subvention. The question was asked as a result of the Minister 

comparing fees charged by private schools to that of the Uni-

versity of Guyana. The University charges fees and also col-

lects millions per year from the State as subvention. 

9. The irony of the situation is this, Government wants the pri-

vate schools to ABSORB the VAT but warns the administrators 

that they have to be registered to COLLECT same.  

10. The consultation ended in a walkout by attendees after the 

Prime Minister hinted in his presentation that the government 

will unlikely be able to do anything about the tax for 2017. 

11. The consultation revealed that the conceptualisation of the 

tax is grotesque and has no substance in economics or politics.  

“Fool a talk, but na fool a listen.” 
Until the next time, to God be the Glory!  

(Continued from page 10) 

ASSAULT ON EDUCATION - 2  by Anthony Haynes      

Section of the gathering at the consulta-
tion, National Cultural Centre, Georgetown 

“While the citizenry 

welcomed a reduction in 

VAT, they are not 

appreciative of it 

resurfacing in this 

discriminatory way on a 

sector that is miniscule in 

monetary return but vital 

to institutional and 

national development. “ 

April 2017 
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APRIL IS AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH.  
Autism is a complex developmental disability that affects how a 

person communicates with, and relates to, other people. It also af-
fects how they relate to the world around them. It is a spectrum 
condition; this means that while all people with Autism share cer-
tain difficulties, their condition will affect them in different ways. 

Signs of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) typically appear during 
early childhood. There is no known single cause of it, but increased 
awareness and early diagnosis/intervention and access to appro-
priate services/supports lead to significantly improved outcomes.  

Some of the behaviors associated with Autism include:  
 dislike for cuddling; 
 delayed learning of language;  
 echoing words/phrases; 
 repetitive use of language and/or motor mannerisms (e.g., 

hand-flapping, twirling objects); 
 difficulty making eye contact or holding a conversation;  
 lack of interest in peer relationships or preference to be alone; 
 difficulty in expressing needs; 
 inappropriate laughing/giggling; 
 lack of spontaneous or make-believe play; 
 persistent fixation on parts of objects; 
 no real fear of danger; 
 apparent insensitivity to pain; 
 difficulty with executive functioning, which relates to reasoning 

and planning;  
 narrow, intense interests;  
 poor motor skills and sensory sensitivities.  

About one percent of the world’s 
population has Autism Spectrum Dis-
order. It is the fastest growing serious 
developmental disability in the U.S., 
where it is estimated that 1 in 68 chil-
dren are affected. Boys are nearly 4 
to 5 times more likely than girls to 
have this disorder. (CDC 2014) 

There is no medical detection or 
cure, but ASD is treatable. Children 
do not “outgrow” Autism. Studies 
show that early diagnosis and inter-
vention lead to significantly improved 
outcomes.  

 

Again, we would like to express a world of thanks to Brother 

James Daniels of Georgia and everyone else who sent in donations 

this month. Your continued support is especially appreciated by the 

children of Buxton who benefit greatly from your kindness. 

The Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc. is a U.S. Federal tax-

exempt charitable organisation which supports educational, social 

and humanitarian projects in the Buxton/Friendship community of 

Guyana. To contribute, please remit your cheque/money order to: 

BUXTON-FRIENDSHIP HERITAGE FUND, INC. 
454 Vermont Street 
Brooklyn, NY  11207 
USA 

UNDERSTANDING AUTISM 

Thank You “Only those who have 

learned the power of 

sincere and selfless 

contribution experience 

life's deepest joy:  

TRUE FULFILLMENT.”  

Tony Robbins 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting 

sentence or quote from the story here.” 
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THIS MONTH’S QUIZ: 
In what year did the 

people of Buxton stop the 
train and, what led to it? 

LAST MONTH’S QUIZ:  
Which is the longest street 

in Buxton/Friendship? 
 

 

ANSWER:  
Company Road 
  

It stretches north from the seawall 

down to the backlands in the south. 

It is also the main road in the twin-

village. 

 A woman is like a bee, treat her 

well and she will make HONEY; 

treat her badly, she will go WILD. 

Proverb of the Month 
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Test and share your knowledge of 

significant events and achievements 

about Buxton and Buxtonians. We pose a 

question each month and invite you to 

submit the answer. The correct answer 

will be published in the following month’s 

issue. 

 E-mail Address:    BuxtonExpress@aol.com 

 Postal Address: Buxton-Friendship 

Express, 454 Vermont Street, 

Brooklyn, NY  11207 

 Telephone Dr. Clayton Bacchus at: 

202-460-3948 



A distinguished son of Buxton and former Minister of Fi-
nance and Trade in the Guyana Government, Frank 
Eleazer Hope passed away peacefully on 13

th
 April at his 

adopted home in Maryland, USA. He was 92 years old. He 
is survived by his wife, children, daughters-in law, sons-in 
law, grandchildren, a great-grandson and his brother. 

Mr. Hope began his work career as a teacher and eventu-
ally rose to the position of a Deputy Headmaster. He left 
the teaching profession to pursue studies in Economics, in 
the United Kingdom and Statistics in the United States. 

On returning to Guyana, Mr. Hope joined the staff at the 
Bureau of Statistics where he would later become the 
Chief Statistician. In 1970, he was appointed Secretary to 
the Treasury. This was followed by his elevation to Minis-
ter of Finance & Trade in 1972, in President Burnham’s 
cabinet. He resigned from the ministerial post in 1983 to 
take up an appointment in Washington, DC with the Inter
-American Development Bank.  

In 1991, during the incumbency of President Desmond 
Hoyte’s administration, Hope returned to Guyana as a 
representative of the World Bank to head the implemen-
tation of the country’s Economic Recovery Programme 
(ERP). He subsequently retired, but reportedly maintained 
keen interest in economic and political matters around 
the world. 

Buxton mourns the loss of this great son and extends 
sincere sympathy to his widow, children and all other 
members of the Hope family.  

 

Extracted from Kaieteur News, 2017-04-19 

We mourn the loss of all Buxtonians, including:  

 Vashti Portsmouth (“Tin Tin”) 

 Kenneth Connell, a/k/a “Miney”. He passed away in 

New York on 27
th
 April. He was 69 years.  

Our heartfelt condolences to the immediate families, relatives and close 
friends. We will remember you in our prayers. 

 

“And God shall wipe away all 

tears from their eyes; and 

there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow, nor crying, 

neither shall there be any 

more pain: for the former 

things are passed away.” 

Revelation 21:4 

Frank Eleazer Hope 

Former Minister of Finance 

April 2017 

 FRANK HOPE PASSES ON 
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