
Within three months, three buildings in the Buxton community were 

destroyed by fire, with the last two conflagrations blamed as the work 

of arsonists. The latest incident occurred this month. 

During the night of March 13
th
,  just past 9 o’clock, a cottage located 

at Lot 125 Cummings Street, near Buxton Middle Walk, was allegedly 

set ablaze following a feud involving a young man who occupied the 

home. The wooden house is said to have been the property of Cecily 

Dover, an overseas resident.  

In February, a fire of unknown origin caused extensive damage to the 

popular Benjamin’s Bakery on Buxton Middle Walk. The owner, Mr. 

Adrian Benjamin, attributed the destruction to arson, triggered by an 

old dispute over the land on which the bakeshop is housed. 

On December 30
th
, a fire deemed to have been caused by a malfunc-

tioning electrical wire, burnt down a house at South Vigilance. A three-

year old little girl was fatally trapped in the blaze.  

House at 125 Cummings Street engulfed in flames on 13th March, 2017 
Photo, courtesy of Stabroek News 
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Women’s History Month 
“Honouring Trailblazing Women in Labour and Business” 

Viola Desmond: CANADA’S ROSA PARKS 
The 2017 theme for National Women’s History 

Month honours women who have successfully chal-

lenged the role of women in both business and the 

paid labor force. On this historic occasion, we honour 

Canadian business pioneer and Black rights activist, 

Viola Desmond, née Davis, for her trailblazing cam-

paign as an innovative, courageous and inspiring 

woman. “Almost a decade before Rosa Parks sat at 

the front of a bus, a pivotal moment in the American 

civil rights movement, Viola Desmond was challeng-

ing segregation in Nova Scotia,” noted a report.  

Viola was born on July 6, 1914 in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 

to a Black father and White mother. Her parents were ac-

tive members of the city's Black community. Viola was one 

of the family’s eleven children, and she showed great am-

bition from an early age. 

Motivated by her parents’ example of hard work and 

community involvement, Viola aspired to success as an 

independent businesswoman. After a short period teaching 

in two racially-segregated schools for Black students, she 

set out to establish a career in cosmetology. She studied at 

the Field Beauty Culture School in Montreal, one of the 

few institutions that accepted black students, and went on 

to open Vi's Studio of Beauty and Culture, a Halifax beau-

ty parlour and shop that catered to Black women. From 

there, she expanded her empire, founding the Desmond 

School of Beauty Culture and launching a line of hair and 

skin products which she sold across Nova Scotia. 

On one business trip, on November 8, 1946, when her 

car broke down in New Glasgow, Mrs. Desmond would 

become famous for another reason. She went to the Rose-

land Theatre to kill time while a garage repaired her car, 

which wouldn’t have been ready until the next day. But 

the Roseland was a segregated theatre; the floor seats 

were for Whites only, while Black patrons were confined 

to the balcony. Mrs. Desmond was shortsighted and need-

ed a better view, so she tried to buy a floor seat. She was 

refused, because she was Black. She then bought a balcony 

seat (which was one cent cheaper) but sat in the floor area 

– until the theatre staff called the police. 

The 32-year-old was ejected from the theatre 

and unjustly accused of minor tax evasion, after 

she refused to leave the cinema’s Whites-only seat-

ing area. She spent the night in jail and was later 

fined after a heated trial that drew angry protests 

from Nova Scotia’s Black community. 

It was not until decades after her death, in 1965, 

that the injustice she endured received official 

recognition. The province apologized and granted 

her a free pardon in 2010, acknowledging the case 

as an act of racial discrimination. 

In 2016, on International Women’s Day, 

the Bank of Canada launched a public consultation 

to choose the first Canadian woman to be depict-

ed on the face of a Canadian banknote. On De-

cember 8, 2016, Finance Minister, Bill Morneau 

announced that Viola Desmond will grace Cana-

da’s $10 bill when the next series of the note goes 

into circulation in 2018.  

Despite her profound impact on history and un-

deniable bravery, Viola Desmond has only begun 

to achieve mainstream recognition in recent years, 

in large part, thanks to the tireless efforts of her 

sister, Wanda Robson, to tell her  story. 

In 2014, the Canadian Museum for Human 

Rights unveiled a display dedicated to the legacy 

of the Black Rights pioneer. A portrait of hers 

hangs in the Government House of Nova Scotia. 

Earlier this year, Historica Canada released a Herit-

age Minute detailing her act of civil disobedience.  
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The late Mrs. Mavis Morrison, Cultural Custodian and Kongo (Bakongo) 

descendant from Annandale, East Coast, Demerara.  
Picture taken by Dr. Monica Schuler 

Women’s History Month 
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Buxton Practical Instruction Centre 

MORE THAN A TRADE SCHOOL  
The Buxton Practical Instruction Centre (PIC) 

provides pre-vocational education and skills 

training for schoolchildren and adults in seven 

fields of study:- 

 Agricultural Science 

 Computer Science 

 Garment Construction 

 Woodworks 

 Joinery 

 Home Economics 

 Catering 

 It was opened in September, 2010 and is 

one of about a dozen such institutes around 

the country, The school is located in the deep 

south of Friendship. Mr. Owen Oswald 

McGarrell was appointed its first Principal. He 

retired in 2013 and was succeeded by Ms. Alli-

son Pitt, who still occupies the post. The staff 

consists of thirteen teachers/instructors. 
 

DAY PROGRAMME 

The PIC works in concert with the Buxton 

Secondary School in preparing students for the 

Secondary Competency Certificate Programme 

(SCCP) and the Caribbean Secondary Educa-

tion Certificate (CSEC). These make up PIC’s 

daytime schedule. 
 

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 

At the 2016 CSEC exam in Agricultural Science, all twelve 

candidates passed the subject. It was the first group of stu-

dents who were entered for the subject. The centre is now 

preparing the second batch for this year’s exam to be held 

in a few months. Deputy Headmistress, Leslyn Punch, who 

is in charge of the agriculture department, gives us an insight 

into the programme: “We have a poultry pen aback the 

school where we rear one hundred birds each term to facili-

tate students doing their SBAs (School Based Assessments) or 

practical for CSEC. They use the dam along Company Road 

[outside the school] to plant crops. Setback comes during 

cleaning of the trench because debris is strewn on the crops. 

We need a place to do planting for the practical. There is 

not enough room in the school compound to do it.” 
 

HOME ECONOMICS 

Discussing the SCCP, Ms. Pitt disclosed that the Ministry of 

Education provides the centre with all materials for the pro-

gramme and a grant to acquire text books and school sup-

plies. She indicated, however, that no aid was being provid-

ed by the government to purchase groceries for the Home 

Economics programme. She explains the problem: “When 

students have practical, they have to bring materials from 

home. Some parents cannot afford to buy the materials - 

foodstuff, flour, butter, etc., That would be a setback.”   

 

(Continued on page 5) 
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GARMENT CONSTRUCTION (SEWING) 

Ms. Lisanne Sandy heads this department. It is equipped with new-

ly installed electrical points and a surge protector for ten brand new 

sewing machines, a clothes iron and materials for instruction. Some 

students who complete the SCCP would go on to Carnegie School 

of Home Economics or Guyana School of Agriculture. 

 

EVENING PROGRAMME 

The centre’s expanded evening schedule caters to adults, early 

school leavers and other interested individuals. The programme of-

fers courses in Electrical Installation, Welding, Joinery, Garment 

Construction (Sewing), Computer Science and Furniture Making. 

Classes are usually conducted from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. on week days. 

 

 F.A.M. DATA ENTRY/ SKILLS PROJECT 

A data entry and work skills programme, sponsored by the Board 

of Industrial Training and Basic Needs Trust Fund, is also being run 

during the evening hours. According to Senior Mistress, Oveanne 

Manswell, this programme is an initiative of Buxton’s First of August 

Movement (FAM). The syllabus includes: 

 Data Entry 

 Basic English 

 Entrepreneurship 

 Sexual & Reproductive Health 

 Furniture Making  

 Garment Construction 

 Literacy & Numeracy 

Trainees are supported with stipends from the Board of Industrial 

Training. On completion of the course, they are awarded certificates 

of achievement, having acquired skills for the world of work. 

(Continued from page 4) Because a number of students regularly 

turn up for classes without workbooks, 

pens, pencils and other needed school 

materials, the school is asking for gener-

ous donations of these items. There is 

also need for a classroom projector. 

School administrators are grappling 

with not being able to get a landline for 

telephone service to the building. This 

prevents them from accessing internet 

services and providing ICT training. They 

also complained of having just five of 

fifteen computers in working order, wa-

ter tanks that need to be cleansed of sedi-

ment and broken toilets. 

Emphasizing that the school is being 

fully utilized and serving a useful purpose 

in the community, Ms. Manswell rejected 

criticism by some that the time spent by 

schoolchildren at PIC was being wasted: 

“I think persons on the outside do not 

fully understand the operation of the 

PIC. They would just observe instead of 

ask questions. Basically, they would see 

the children coming down the back; they 

are not sure if the students are being pre-

pared for CSEC. Buxton Secondary 

School would get all the credit since they 

are doing the exams at that school. They 

are not aware that PIC teachers prepare 

the students for the CSEC.” 

Donations of cash and items for the 

centre can be sent to Buxton-Friendship 

Heritage Fund.  

BUXTON P.I.C. MORE THAN A TRADE SCHOOL 
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LEFT: Senior Mistress, Oveanne Manswell 
 

RIGHT: Students of the Garment Construction (Sewing) display 

their handiwork 



BUXTON SECONDARY TURNING A NEW PAGE    

WIFI 

“We have e-governance  - internet access provided 

by the government, free of charge to the school. It 

could be a good thing as well as a bad thing. 
 

SCIENCE STREAM 

We have young ladies and young men who want to 

be nurses. One of the things we are desirous of doing 

here is having a Science Department. We already 

have a Business stream and a General stream. What 

we want is a Science stream; but, it is easier said than 

done. Science teachers are a limited commodity in 

Guyana right now. 

We have two young teachers who recently joined 

the staff. We are discussing adding Human and Social 

Biology to our list of subjects. We offer Food & Nutri-

tion. If we have Integrated Science, Food & Nutrition, 

Human & Social Biology, that’s a good start for a Sci-

ence stream. I know we would be without Physics 

and Chemistry, but Physics is leading more towards 

engineering. We have more people leaning towards 

Nursing. What we want here is Chemistry. We could 

attract that Chemistry teacher somewhere along the 

line. That is our hope.  
 

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

In 2016, the school participated in a Debating com-

petition and the National Drama Festival. The school 

copped the third prize in the Drama, winning a prize 

of GY$100,000. 

The school also collaborates with the President’s 

Youth Initiative Award Programme, which conducts a 

martial arts class every Friday; once a week, a female 

organization visits to engage students who may be 

experiencing social problems. The commander of the 

majorettes would also come in to hold seminars on 

discipline and empowerment. 

“We do not believe that academics is purely the on-

ly means by which you can change the stigma; we 

believe other means as well,” declares Headmaster 

Stewart. 
 

AWARDS 

“As a school, we encourage our young people. We 

show them the negatives of them not being fully 

equipped to get into society. The counselling we’re 

doing with them and what they see happening — the 

success is catching on. 

At our prize-giving and graduation ceremony, we 

award all our students who would have gained 1
st
 and 

2
nd

 within their classes from internal exams. We are 

awarding all children who would have gained passes 

at the National Grade Nine exams and those who 

would have topped the Secondary Competency Cer-

tificate Programme (SCCP), both Grades 9 and 10. We 

are also awarding our CSEC performers. 

In all areas of academics, we are trying to make sure 

students are recognized. Prizes are also given for good 

attendance.” 

The school expects to have a staff of fully trained 

teachers. Presently, three of its teachers are attending 

Teachers’ Training College. When they complete 

training, the school would have a complement of 

teachers trained at the secondary level who would be 

capable of delivering the CSEC curriculum. 
 

GUIDANCE PROGRAMME 

“We have guidance sessions here. We advise what 

subjects they need to do. The only time they end up 

doing an elective that does not fit into their career 

schedule is if they fail to communicate their desires.  

We counsel them, because in society today, you 

must have a skill. Even if you are not academically 

inclined, you must have a skill. Stay in school; write at 

least five subjects, inclusive of their electives, which 

they would have done at PIC—Agriculture, Catering 

or Woodwork. 

Once they would have done the SCCP, we encour-

age them to continue in that stream to CSEC.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buxton Secondary School 

Headmaster, Neil Stewart 
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Extracted from Stabroek News 2016-03-16 
 

In light of the circulation on social media 

of recordings of school children engaged in 

sexual activity, the Buxton Arts Theatre 

(BAT) has embarked on a project to em-

power vulnerable students at five schools 

on the East Coast of Demerara using the 

arts. 

The project, which has already begun, is 

targeting the five East Coast Demerara sec-

ondary schools under the theme ‘REACH’—

Respect yourself and others; be Empow-

ered; Aspire for greatness; Con-

quer all fears; and Hold on to 

your dreams. 

The project was launched on 

March 3
rd
 at the Bladen Hall 

Multilateral School with the 

group performing skits, poems, 

and songs, as well as with a moti-

vational speech done by Wil 

Campbell, Founder and Manag-

ing Director at Solutions Training 

Consultancy and Counselling Ser-

vices. 

BAT is a group comprising al-

most two dozen young Buxtoni-

ans, who have been acting to-

gether for over ten years and 

who have been seeking to edu-

cate and entertain through per-

formances. 

The group, which was estab-

lished in January 2012, has done 

several projects that have sought 

to empower the Buxton community. In Febru-

ary of last year, BAT conducted a Suicide 

Awareness Activity under the theme “I Hope 

You Dance.” 

 On March 10, BAT visited the Buxton Second-

ary School; it was scheduled to visit Annandale 

Secondary School on the 17
th
, where Pastor 

Marvyn Smith, the Director of Youth Ministries 

within the Guyana Seventh Day Adventist Con-

ference, was billed to present a motivational 

talk. BAT was next expected to visit Lusignan 

Primary Top on March 24
th
, and Beterverwag-

ting Secondary School on the 31
st
.  

Members of the Buxton Arts Theatre  

BUXTON ARTS THEATRE  
EMPOWERING VULNERABLE STUDENTS 
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Haynes Cite 

ASSAULT ON EDUCATION 
One of the first acts of the APNU/AFC government was to reduce the $10,000 grant to each child in the pub-

lic-school system to $2,500. The reason given for the reduction of the grant was unsustainability. Shortly after 

that act, they would have increased their salaries, up to 50% more, and justified it by saying that it will reduce 

the tendency for the recipients to be corrupt. In 2015, they took away $7,500 dollars from public school stu-

dents; today, they are demanding 14% Value Added Tax (VAT) on the tuition fees of private school students. 

The President did indicate that he wants to make the country an ‘education nation’; as such, he would have 

introduced the ‘B’s Initiative’ - Buses, Bicycles, Boots, Books and Breakfast for students.   

The APNU and the AFC, while in opposition, berated the public education system and blamed the PPP/C ad-

ministration for its poor state. Free Education was introduced by the Forbes Burnham Administration in 1976. 

By the time of his demise in 1985, the system had started to deteriorate and became 

decadent. We had a situation where most of our teachers became entrepreneurs in and 

out of the school house. Many of us taught ourselves while preparing to write the CXC 

examinations in the mid 1980’s. By the early 1990’s, many of our teachers emigrated to 

Botswana, the USA and other parts of the Caribbean. The Desmond Hoyte Administra-

tion recognised that there was a problem with the public education system and decid-

ed to liberate it by allowing the return of Private Schools.    

In 1999, when my eldest son, Michael, was ready for formal schooling, although he 

did not attain the stipulated age of three years and nine months, Teacher Vanessa Phil-

lips, daughter of the Late Ulric Phillips, allowed him to attend the now disbanded Hen-

don’s Nursery School. Because of his potential, we wanted to have him placed at a 

‘good Primary School.’ At the time, Stella Maris or St. Margaret’s was our choice. It 

happened that we did not live or work near any of those schools, nor had we anyone 

to ‘pull a string’, so we were forced to make a hard decision, choose a ‘suspect’ Public 

School or go private. After a preliminary research, we decided to make the sacrifice to 

send him to a Private School. Curriculum content, curriculum delivery and a stable and 

conducive environment were our main considerations. In the end, both Michael and 

Juan were enrolled simultaneously at the New Guyana School, a Christian-based institution. We were informed 

by the school’s administration that at the nursery level, K3 to K5, the children are taught to read and only the 

students who can read are admitted to the Primary Level. However, they had a two-year academy programme 

for students who did not attend their nursery school.  (The academy is no longer in place at that school.) 

During the last decade, Private Schools have taken over as leaders 

and standard setters in the Education Sector, more particularly, at 

the nursery and primary levels. Private Schools have been taking as 

much as 75% of the places in the top 1% at the National Grade 

Six Assessment (NGSA) examinations and as many as 80% of the 

places at Queen’s College, the Nation’s top Secondary School. Alt-

hough fees at the more established private schools are relatively 

high, these schools continue to attract increasing numbers of stu-

dents at the Nursery, Primary and Secondary levels. In my estima-

tion, approximately thirty thousand students between the ages of 

two and sixteen attend private schools in Guyana. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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“Free Education 

was introduced by 

Forbes Burnham’s 

Administration in 

1976. By the time 

of his demise, in 

1985, the system 

had started to 

deteriorate and 

became decadent.“ 

St. Margaret’s Primary School 



In its quest to fulfil a campaign promise, the government has reduced VAT from 16% to 14%. However, it 

says in the same breath that it needs to recover the sum that will be lost via this means. To recover the lost rev-

enue, water, electricity and private education now attract the FAT (VAT). In defence of the decision to impose 

the tax on Private tuition fees, the Finance Minister’s first response was that those who choose that means of 

educating their children can pay. Subsequent to a public outcry by parents and administrators of some schools, 

he suggested that if the schools are so concerned they can absorb the cost. When pressed for clarification on the 

issue, he circumvented the issue by revealing, among other irrelevant statistics, that eight private schools collect 

almost two billion dollars a year in tuition fees, hence they can afford to absorb the cost. He further stated that 

many of the schools do not pay any tax.  

I consider the argument in support of the implementation of the tax given by the Finance Minister as ludi-

crous, uninspiring and disingenuous. Because it is your perception that the private schools collect a lot of mon-

ey and pay no taxes, you subject the parents of the children attending the schools to a penalty of 14% VAT? 

To aggregate several levels of the institutions’ population, several schools and a period of one year, and quote 

that total as the earnings of the schools to justify why the schools should absorb the cost is cynical and callous. 

Are the schools evading TAX? It is public knowledge that several of the top private schools have been audited 

by the GRA [Guyana Revenue Authority]. If they are in default, then they should be made to comply with the 

law like everyone else.  It should be noted though, that tax on a business is only due after a profit is made. 

Many of the targeted Private Schools offer services from pre-school to Tertiary Level which encompasses more 

than one thousand students. They also reinvest their money in developing their campuses, which is legal. VAT 

is a consumer tax and therefore the schools cannot be forced to absorb that cost. It therefore means that the 

parents will have to pay the additional cost, or they will have to remove their children from that system. The 

current action to apply VAT to Private School fees can be juxtaposed to the woman who poisoned her two 

children because her husband was unfaithful.  

While some of the private schools may not be tax-compliant, which does not necessarily mean that they owe 

taxes, what they would have given to Guyana, money cannot buy. Generally, Private Schools have outper-

formed Public Schools for the last 10 years and have reset the standard and quality of education delivery in 

Guyana. It should be well known to this government that while the previous government squandered the 

State’s finance on education, it was the private schools that would have come to the rescue of our children. 

Many of those schools provided tuition at a subsidised rate. Many of the young people who were in the strug-

gle to change the government were products of the private school system. Is this the way to reward them?   

The State did impose on the private schools a standard which it should follow and maintain in order for them 

to be and remain accredited by the Ministry of Education. 

Most of the well-known private schools have exceeded 

those standards, thus producing academic performances 

way beyond that of the public schools. Many students who 

were lost in the public-school system would have had their 

academic fortunes turned around by attending private 

schools. Most of the children who star at CSEC [Caribbean 

Secondary Examination Certificate] had their nursery and 

primary education at private schools. Readers should also 

know that most of our Ministers and very senior and mid-

dle management personnel at all the State agencies in Guy-

ana have their children attending Private Schools, at least at 

the nursery and primary levels. 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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ASSAULT ON EDUCATION     

Page 9 MARCH  2017 

Haynes Cite 
Column by Anthony Haynes 

Straight Outta Bux’n 



Haynes Cite: ASSAULT ON EDUCATION 

Timely Quote 

It is clear that the Government cannot effectively and efficiently 

carry education as a free sector exclusively. Many of the books re-

quired by the children in Public Schools have to be procured by their 

parents. Many Public Schools have poorly maintained lavatory, sci-

ence laboratory and recreational facilities, no computer laboratory, 

no library, inadequate and uninspiring staff and overcrowded class-

rooms. As more parents become disillusioned with the quality of 

Public Education, and realising the successes elsewhere, they migrate 

to the private sector. The Government, therefore, should not see Private Schools as a rival in the education sys-

tem but as a partner. The successes of the private education sector contribute substantially to the national effort 

and should be considered an attribute of the State. The sector offers a comprehensive and diverse package to 

those who dare to be different and willing to make that sacrifice. One should not be penalised for doing so. 

Will this tax be the “Parking Meter” of the APNU/AFC government?  

Religion is man’s way of getting to GOD; Salvation is GOD’s way of getting to man. 

Until the next time, to God be the Glory! 

(Continued from page 9) 
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“Illiteracy in Guyana is more widespread than is commonly believed. As our society developed, our 

literacy requirements have also increased and have become more complex. Knowing just the 3Rs is no 

longer sufficient. Scientific, environmental, computer, and financial literacy are among the new 

imperatives. 

It is fair to say that one of the expectations or objectives of our investment in a school system is the 

hope that at the end of their school careers young citizens would possess an appropriate and 

adequate standard of literacy. The universal achievement of this objective not only continues to elude 

us, but it would appear that the percentage of illiterates produced by our school system increases 

each year. This phenomenon impoverishes the social environment, as many of these illiterates soon 

become social deviants and maladjusted parents. In turn, the upbringing of their numerous offspring 

is adversely affected by poor parenting skills. A bad situation is made worse as a vicious cycle or 

downward spiral is set in motion. The problem with which we are now confronted is what we can do 

to slow down, stop, and ultimately reverse this descent.” 

~Clarence O. Perry, Educator 

Stabroek News 2013-90-07 

Green Acres School campus 

The New Guyana School campus 
while under construction 5 years 
ago 



We would like to thank all of you who were kind enough to send 

a donation this month towards our education projects and other 

needy causes in Buxton. A special note of appreciation is extend-

ed to some of our most dedicated supporters: 

 Joan Emanuel  

 Evelyn Hopkinson 

 Eleanor King 

 Cora Vasconcellos  

Please know that we greatly value your generosity and support 

and wish you continued prosperity. 

 

~Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund 

 

DONATE TO HELP EDUCATE CHILDREN IN BUXTON 
 

A great many of our children in Buxton are pleading for assistance to help them ob-

tain a decent education to be able to lead productive lives when they grow up, and 

contribute to a prosperous village. Students need help with school supplies, learning 

aids, modern classrooms, motivated teachers, scholarships, stipends for meals and trans-

portation to secondary schools outside the community. 

You too can help these children achieve their dreams and the passport to a better fu-

ture. Make a tax-deductible donation to BUXTONFRIENDSHIP HERITAGE FUND, 

INC. Our organization is a recognized charitable organization by the U.S. Internal Rev-

enue Service, under the 501(c)3 income tax code. Send your cheque or money order 

to: 454 Vermont Street, Brooklyn, NY 11207.  

The children of Buxton and their families will greatly appreciate your kindness. 

AFRICAN PROVERB: 
“If you close your eyes to facts, you will learn 

through accidents”  

 

PURPORT: 

This proverb fairly and squarely describes U.S. 

President, Donald Trump’s antipathy for facts. 

DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED 

Proverb of the Month 
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Wha de Story Seh?  By Dr. Pauline Baird  

PICKING PRIDE:  
Village Woman’s Perspective of Self-Care 

Tall, buxom, and knock-keyed was Miss Fine, a woman who lived at Buxton Middle Street. 

Nothing about the size or (perhaps) ample body or its gait resembled “fine” in the Guyanese 

sense of the word—thin and probably lanky. What grabbed my attention though was not only 

the irony of her build and name, but also her bravado and ingenuity.  

Bravado: Imagine her coming down Middle Street, in a cantered stroll that only some knock-

kneed person can appreciate. Going to Annandale Market taking Sideline Dam on market day - 

Saturday, Miss Fine gingerly lifts her size 11 feet over small stones and mud-puddles. As she 

strolls, proudly elegant, as a 15-year old, I am enthralled; Miss Fine is wearing a dress with 

hem-line above the knee. Her long hair, not the real kind, protrudes from under her cotton cap. 

This hair is a coiffed mass of pounded Krata or aloe – organic hair if you please. 

Miss Fine had long lost her girlhood tresses by middle age. Instead of going without hair, she 

added extensions — yes, she had weaves, half-cap, sewn-in extensions before they were fash-

ionable. Miss Fine was an inventor of sorts, to me.  

I imagine Miss Fine pounding the aloe plant taken from her garden, separating pulp from the 

fiber, then washing, combing, and drying it. She dyes it a midnight black with store-bought dye. 

She does not try to hide the fact that it is not her own hair growing from her scalp, for the in-

tense blackness gives that away. In fact, Miss Fine’s Krata hair hangs down to mid back, like few black women 

whose gene would let them, is a feat.   

Ingenuity: That Miss Fine shaped Krata into a mane and attached it to her head is a fact, but how she secured it, 

I do not know. In addition, she sported striking eye-brows — jet black twin peaks over her eyes. Miss Fine was 

ahead of her time. I have seen YouTube videos of men have this done this in barbershops in America! Yes, it 

seems that Miss Fine dyed her eyebrows too. Saves buying all those eyebrow pencils! 

Miss Fine is a symbol of what self-care looks like. I think of her actions as rhetorics of self-care, particularly of 

village women in a period of village history. She makes me ask, “How do young girls learn to value, understand, 

practice, and talk about self-care? What does it look like, and what is its relevance? I look to Miss Fine and when I 

do, I see a woman who cared about herself. She cared enough to make a costume for herself to look nice. In her 

actions, she showed a practised femininity and resourcefulness that women before my time practised. I am talking 

about the making of traditions here. Indeed, the practice of wearing wig dates back centuries when people of all 

kinds, even Afrikans did not wear their own hair. Instead, they wore head dresses for various purposes—see the 

Egyptian glyphs.  

What Miss Fine did for me was to provide me a way for learning about empowerment. That a woman can dress 

herself however she pleases and carry it off with aplomb is Power. Miss Fine exemplified woman power, a quiet 

vernacular dignity; she was a feminist. She dared to be different, made something she needed, wore it, and she 

did not care who felt otherwise. To do something out of the ordinary in Buxton was to court false names; yet, I do 

not remember anyone calling her anything but “Miss Fine.” 

I tell this story as a feminist story. I do not remember this word being part of my vocabulary as a child or young 

adult in the village. Given the rise of global feminism, I talk of it as ways of understanding practices for valuing, do-

ing, and being that are directed towards empowerment and agency for self and others — not just a woman thing! 

Kwayana is a feminist- all yuh!  I regard feminism as deeply rooted and played out in and beyond land spaces and 

heritages. Buxtonian feminism includes a conscious or unconscious linking to village practices and articulations for 

self-care. Afrikans had to have it to purchase a village to make a home for themselves, and their descendants -- us. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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As a descendant, of self-caring Afrikans, the issue of how girls come to learn 

self-care in a working-class society becomes crucial. Who are their self-caring 

practice models? Sometimes we observe our women folk busy—busy or too 

tired to even comb their hair, wash it, or style it. How are girls relating to this? 

That a virtuous woman leaves herself undone? I applaud village women who 

occupy several roles, showing multiple overlapping roles. We have a mother 

who is a greens vendor and is also a math teacher etc.,. Some of these wom-

en live on their own terms, setting examples of professional decorum. 

Here is another story: I am sitting in church in Buxton. I hear a preacher tell 

young girls about a girl who wore lipstick to school. “She did not look good,” 

he stresses. The female teachers thought she looked good; they admired that 

she had the guts to actually wear the thing to school. The preacher insists that 

the lipstick wearing is a terrible act—as it just does not look good. His was an opinion that I did not share despite 

the context and the intent in the sermon.  

I marveled that at an age when girls were trying to formulate notions about sexuality and femininity, it took a man 

to tell girls, from the pulpit, how they should regard lipstick wearing. To deny the obvious that some girls like lipstick 

and admire it, and that they DO look good wearing it is self-deception and lack of socio-cultural awareness.  

Women and girls can. and do look good wearing well-applied lipstick; I am sure that the 15-year-olds in church felt 

that way. I disabused them of the notion that a man must tell them what looks good. They have eyes and a sense of 

aesthetics that do not fool them. That said, choices girls can make about whether to wear or not wear lipstick is 

topic for further consideration in discussion on self-care and beauty. 

My musings on self-care cause me to ponder the role gender plays in shaping a village girl’s notions of beauty. 

Sometime ago, I read Mosa Telford’s Facebook rant about people’s take on her skin color. By the way, she carries 

herself with the bearing of a queen—loud and proud. Ask if you will, how is the rhetoric of self-care connected to 

beauty? How do we come by them, develop them? Our answers may provoke discussions on ethnic pride and per-

sonal worth. Adults play crucial roles in cultivating an ethic of care among children and community members.  So, 

yes, self-care or even self-love is not a bad thing. I repeat it is not a bad thing. See the Good Book, if you don’t be-

lieve me.  

Thus, to add, I also ponder the roles that other women and other-mothers have played and are playing in shaping 

girls ideas of self-care and self-image? As young girls, older women ask us to “Pick Pride.”  

To “Pick-Pride” means that girls must become more discerning, grow self-esteem, wash carefully, mind their man-

ners, don’t bring disgrace to themselves and family. Picking pride is a kind of rhetoric that is most delivered orally 

to young girls around the age of puberty. As Buxtonians, how has the village learned, practised, and transmitted self

-care in practice of “pick [ing] pride”? Are the expectations the same for girls as for boys?  I am soliciting views of 

other Buxtonians, so stay tuned! 

Here is one way of looking at the import of “picking pride” the Buxtonian term for self-care. Audre Lorde says, 

“Caring for myself is not self-indulgence, it is self-preservation, and that is an act of political warfare.” For many 

women, especially women of color, we’re often told that we are only useful, only valuable when we devote ourselves 

to others; that caring for ourselves in the last thing that we should consider. Self-care is consequential. I read Audre 

Lorde against Miss Fine’s acts as ways of picking pride, having self-care, growing feminist values, inculcating gen-

der roles, seeking personal ambition, and ultimately promoting community building. Picking pride involves the shap-

ing of individuals and the society. Self-care is indeed political. To extend, I think that picking pride is taking care of 

the environment: garbage disposal, irrigation and many of the concerns of the village. So when I see Deon Abrams 

being concerned with the village upkeep, evidenced on Facebook, I recognize his demonstrations of picking pride. 

Picking pride is for our survival.  

(Continued from page 12) 

Picking Pride 
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This Month’s Quiz: 
Which is the longest street 

in Buxton/Friendship? 

 

Last Month’s Quiz:  
Name the Buxtonian who served as the People’s Progressive Party’s first Assistant Gen-

eral Secretary. This person is a former Member of Parliament and once held the portfolio 

of Minister of Works and Communication. 
 

CORRECT ANSWER: Eusi Kwayana (formerly known as Sydney King) 
 

Eusi Kwayana, then known as Sydney King, became a member of the People's Progressive Party when 

it was founded in 1950. He served as the party’s first Assistant General Secretary. When the PPP won 

the April 1953 general elections under a new constitution granted by the British government, Kwayana 

secured a seat in the House of Assembly and was appointed Minister of Works and Communication. In 

1986, he returned to serve as a Member of Parliament for four years as a member of the Working Peo-

ple’s Alliance (WPA), a party he co-founded and led for many years. 
 

 

 

Congratulations to Mr. Jerry Jailall who submitted the correct answer! Thanks for your participation! 

 

LEFT TO RIGHT: Dr. J.P. Lachmansingh, Minister of Health & Housing: Sydney King (now Eusi Kwayana), Min-

ister of Communication & Works; Linden Forbes Sampson Burnham, Minister of Education; Mrs. Janet 

Jagan, General Secretary of the PPP; Dr. Cheddi Jagan, Leader of the House Assembly & Minister of Culture; Jai-

narine Singh, Minister of Local Government & Social Welfare; Ashton Chase, Minister of Labour & Industry. 
 

The six men from the People’s Progressive Party were members of the British Guiana cabinet. In Octo-

ber 1953, the British government suspended the new B.G. constitution and ousted Prime Minister 

Cheddi Jagan and the five ministers (in the photograph above) on charges that they were plotting to turn 

the country into a communist state, aligned with the USSR. 

Source: The Chicago Tribune 

Quiz Wiz  
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We join with the immediate families and close friends of recently departed Buxtonians 

in mourning their loss, and we extend our deepest condolences to the bereaved. Among 

those who recently left us were: 

 Colin Bryan, of Company Road; passed away on March 1
st
 

 Lionel Vieira, of Noble Street; departed on 10
th
 March 

 Monica Sandiford  (“Sister Miller”) on 13
th
 March, in Guyana 

 Caroline Glen, in Guyana 

 Celia Lewis, on 15
th
 March, in Guyana 

 

FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS 
"No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main.  

If a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less,  

as well as if a promontory were, as well as if a manor of thy friend's or of thine own were:  

any man's death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind,  

and therefore never send to know for whom the bells tolls; it tolls for thee."  

~John Donne 

The President & Officers of Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund ex-

tend their heartfelt sympathy to Committee Member, Ovid 

“Oneko” Connell and his family on the loss of his beloved wife, the 

late Kate Neibert Ann Connell. She succumbed to a courageous bat-

tle with cancer on 18
th
 March, 2017 in a New York hospital. She 

was 65 years old at the time of her passing. 

Kate, a native of Beterverwagting, is also survived by their  three 

adoring children — Abena Neibert, Esan and Renita; and five pre-

cious grandchildren. She also leaves behind, two sisters: Hazel Inniss 

and Joyce “Agnes” Spencer. 

Kate was the sister-in-law of Buxtonians: Oscar Spencer; Patrick, 

Bertie, Kenneth, Penelope (Pinella), Jennifer, Levi, Ingrid, Gordon 

(Scott), Andy, Derrick (Morty), Allison and Joseph Connell. She was 

also the cousin of Mary, George and John Thomas; and Grace 

Thomas-Adams. We extend our condolences to all of you and eve-

ry other member of Kate’s grieving family. 

“Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart…”  

Psalm 31:24 

 

Recent Transitions 

Profound Sympathy 
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Fundraising Support 

This year, we plan to put a lot of our efforts into helping to provide 

needed resources to improve learning conditions at Buxton Second-

ary School and the Practical Instruction Centre. These institutions, 

which cater to about 500 students, play a crucial role in the education 

of our children — the future of Buxton. 

Below is the calendar of our fundraising activities. We would greatly 

appreciate it, if you make every effort to come out and support these 

ventures. In case you are unable to attend, you can send a monetary 

donation or contribute a needed item for the schools or students in 

the village. Please call us if you would like to have more information.  

Published by Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc. (USA) 

Buxton: Guyana’s Premier Village 

E-mail US: BuxtonExpress@aol.com 

2017 Calendar of Events 
Fundraising Activities to benefit Schools & Education Programmes in Buxton/Friendship 

DAY/DATE EVENT / ACTIVITY WHERE PARTICULARS 

Saturday, June 3 
(tentative) 

 

Saturday, June 24 

Open Meeting 
 
 

Summer Soiree 

454 Vermont St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11207 

Discussion: State of Our 

Village-Buxton/Friendship 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Variety Entertainment and 

Cultural Extravaganza 

   
            AUGUST 

 

BUXTON HERITAGE MONTH  
 

  ACTIVITIES 
 

August 7  -  11 Children’s Art Workshop & 

Exhibition  

Buxton/Friendship To be conducted by Jona-

than Azore 

August 14  -  18 Student Empowerment Ac-

tivities 

Buxton/Friendship Workshop, Edutainment, 
School Supplies Distribution 

Monday, August 21 Senior Citizens’ Day   Buxton/Friendship Entertainment & Recogni-

tion of Elders in our village 

Sunday, October 8 Autumn Sizzle  Brooklyn, NY  Exotic Cuisine, Cocktail & 

Culture Lime 
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